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As you may have noted from the letterhead, Adam Garland has now danced out 

from the position of Squire of the Morris Ring and we welcome Eddie Worrall of 

Saddleworth MM to the position.  

SQUIRE:       Eddie Worrall, 8 Bankside Avenue, Uppermill, 
Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 6JU  Tel: 01457 829349 

Email:  edworrall@gmail.com 
BAGMAN:   Jon Melville, 57 Shakespeare Drive, Nuneaton   
     Warwickshire CV11 6NW   Tel: 02476 345543 
                                     Email: bagman@themorrisring.org  
TREASURER:      Steven Archer, 28 The Glade, Fetcham, Surrey,   
                       KT22 9TH.  Tel: 01372 454024    
                                  Email: RingTreasurer@themorrisring.org         
  

mailto:bagman@themorrisring.org
mailto:RingTreasurer@themorrisring.org


Morris Ring Newsletter No 101 September 2016 Page 2 

Future Events 

 

2016 

 

8th October  Goathland Plough Stots Annual Longsword Tournament 

   More information from goathlandlongsword@yahoo.co.uk.  

 

 

28th ς 30th October  Fools and Beasts Unconvention 

 Hosted by Wyvern Jubilee, see application form on page 9. 

 

2017 

 

18th February  Dancing England reboot 

Sheffield City Hall, for more information see 

www.dancingengland.co.uk . 

 

 

4th March                  ARM Oak Farm Lodge, Hatherton  

 

      

25th ς 26th March Histories of the Morris in Britain  

Historical Dance Society conference (in conjunction with EFDSS and the 

morris organisations) at Cecil Sharp House. For more information, see 

Newsletter 100. 

 

13th May  National JMO day of Dance, Leicester 

Hosted by Leicester Morris Men. The plan is to host around 60 sides in 

total, of which the Ring would be able to provide up to 12. 

Applications to the Bagman of the Ring will open shortly. 

mailto:goathlandlongsword@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.dancingengland.co.uk/
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12th ς 14th May Helmond Morris Men weekend of Dance 

This meeting of Morris Ring sides is based at a museum of the history 

of farming before mechanisation on the edge of the city of Helmond in 

the south of the Netherlands. Accommodation will be outdoor camping 

around the museum and indoor camping in one of the museum's special 

halls. Toilets and showers will be available. All meals (except lunch on 

the Saturday tour) will be taken at the museum. Our aim is to provide a 

real Dutch experience with tours taking in some of the most beautiful 

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ .ǊŀōŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ϵфлΦ For 

more information visit the club 

website http://morrisdans.nl/helmond/ring.php which will be 

frequently updated. Numbers are limited so early application is advised. 

 

 

2nd ς 4th June  Thaxted Morris Meeting 

 

 

9th ς 11th June Ring Meeting no. 354: Hartley 65th Anniversary Meeting  

2017 marks the 65th anniversary of the formation of Hartley Morris Men 

so to celebrate they will be expanding their long established weekend 

Ale to offer more places in the form of a Meeting of the Morris Ring. 

Based in the village of Wrotham, there will be indoor and secure 

outdoor camping accommodation, modern shower facilities, a 

professional caterer plus free beer in the hall from 7pm Friday onwards. 

Saturday tours will be by vintage transport with the massed display 

taking place in Tonbridge Castle midday on Sunday. 

Numbers are limited to 120 at an anticipated cost of around £70.  

 

 

 

28th ς 30th July  Ring Meeting no. 355: Ravensbourne London Meeting  

Dance with the backdrop of some of the most iconic sites in 

London! These include the Tower of London, St Paul's Cathedral and The 

Globe Theatre.  Take a leisurely perambulation on London 

http://morrisdans.nl/helmond/ring.php
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Underground and historic buses via the magic of the Oyster Travel Card 

to the walking tours, taking in a number of delightful pubs that 

Ravensbourne have already arduously vetted on your behalf at prime 

tourist spots in London. This is based in an East London school with 

indoor camping at around the £90 mark (less if possible) which covers:- 

Indoor camping / Supper on Friday night / Breakfast on Saturday & 

Sunday / Lunch on Saturday / Saturday Feast with Ale ! / Travel on the 

Tube and London Buses on Saturday. It's close to good road and public 

transport links. Potentially maximum 120 guests. Photos, map and 

contact details etc. all available at www.ringmeeting.org 

 

 

18th August ς 4th September Australian Morris Ring National Ale 

   Details included in Newsletter 100. 

 

 

26th ς 27th August Ring Meeting no. 356: Saddleworth Rushcart Meeting 

 

 

 

Please note that as a result of decisions made at the ARM, booking places onto 

Ring Meetings for the 2017 season will revert to the Bagman to administrate. 

More detail on how this process will operate are included on the next page 

(action required).  

 

  

http://www.ringmeeting.org/
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From the Bagman (if you only read one page, make it this one!) 

1. Ring Meetings 2017 ς booking places 
 

As agreed at the 2016 ARM, the Bagman of the Morris Ring is now responsible for allocating 

places at Ring Meetings. There are two affected Ring Meetings in 2017, Hartley and 

Ravensbourne. Saddleworth is not limited on numbers, so apply directly to the Rushcart 

Secretary. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ .ŀƎƳŀƴΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ 

these two meetings (in priority order), providing an estimate of the numbers of members they 

would wish to bring. Please consider your plans for 2017 meetings now, so you can manage a 

rapid response to the form. I should like to be able to discuss applications and numbers with 

hosts and applicants at the ARM. I foresee these meetings filling quickly. 

 

2. aƻǊǊƛǎ wƛƴƎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ пth March 2017 
 

The Morris Ring ARM will again be held at Oak Farm, Hatherton. All costs will remain the same 

as last year. A booking form will be included in the next Newsletter, please ensure prompt 

action. Subscription forms are included with the email and paper copies of this Newsletter. 

The Bagman and the Area Reps for South West and Wales, West Midlands and North West 

are all due for re-election; as we go to press the Bagman of the Morris Ring and the Reps for 

West Midlands (Pete Simpson) and for the North West (Dave Loughlin) have indicated that 

they wish to continue in their roles. 

 

3. Morris Ring Safeguarding Policy 
 

Organisations with persons under 18 years of age should have a Safeguarding Policy. Recent 

events in the Press have illustrated that an organisation without a policy can be vulnerable to 

Press criticism even where no issue has arisen. In order to support those sides who have 

under-18 members (yes, I do mean under-18) and do not currently have their own policy, a 

draft Ring policy has been prepared and is included as an Appendix to this document. 

¸ŜǎΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǎ άŘƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊ-18s to be alone in the 

company of anotƘŜǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƳέ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 

intended that sides would be able to sign up to the policy as part of the subscription renewal 

process, if they do not currently have their own. This will be discussed at the ARM. In the 

interim, if you have knowledge and experience of Safeguarding, please could you read the 

draft policy and provide me with comments in the form of annotations before the end of 

November?  
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Who knew? 

 

  Χ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳƛǊŜΩǎ ōŀŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŀched 

quite so physically? Thanks to Steven Archer 

for this picture which captures the handover of 

office, and Adam attaching the chain of office 

directly to flesh, quite so succinctly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks also to 

Steven for this 

one (although 

he miraculously 

manages to 

appear in it) 

which shows the 

outgoing and 

incoming 

Squires, 

Bagman and 

Treasurer of the 

Ring, along with 

Fee Lock, 

Secretary of the 

Morris 

Federation and 

Nicki Pickering, Chair of the Open Morris, invited by the Squire to the East Suffolk Ring 

Meeting to witness the handover.  
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Sadly Missed 

 

άIŀƛǊȅέ 5ŀǾŜ IǳƎƘŜǎƳŀƴΣ IŀǊǘƭŜȅ aƻǊǊƛǎ aŜƴ 

On 6th Wǳƭȅ ΨIŀƛǊȅΩ 5ŀǾŜΣ IŀǊǘƭŜȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ CƻǊŜƳŀƴ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ 

from which we had all hoped he would recover.  His funeral took place at Kemnal Park 

Cemetery on Friday 22 July with the chapel full to standing. 

5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŎƻŦŦƛƴ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊne by members of Hartley through an arch of sticks held up by a guard 

of honour formed by two rows of dancers in full kit.  

During the service due recognition was given to his long term commitment not only to Hartley 

but also the Morris in general including his time with White Star Rapper, the Darent Valley 

Champions Mummers and his active involvement with Broadstairs Folk Week.   

During the latter event in August a commemorative singing evening was arranged at which, 

and subsequently, sufficient cash was collected from friends and well-wishers for a dedicated 

ǎŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀŦǊƻƴǘ ƛƴ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ 

Our thoughts are with his two daughters and granddaughter to whom he was so close. 

Terry Heaslip 

Squire, Hartley Morris Men 

 

 

Len Bandall, RiP 

 
/ƭƛǾŜ 5ǳΩaƻƴǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ tŀƳ .ŜƴŘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ aŜƴŘƛǇ aƻǊǊƛǎ aŜƴ ƛǘϥǎ Ƴȅ ǎŀŘ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƻ 

let you know that Len, our long-time friend and Fool of many years, unexpectedly but 

peacefully died in Bristol Royal Infirmary last week. 

 

Many amongst us will recall Len for his quick wry wit, cheeky grin and lightness of foot, 

whilst others will have benefited from his extensive pharmaceutical knowledge and 

expertise.   

 

Morris folk (in kit or not, as you wish) and others who knew him are welcome to join the 

family for a service of celebration of Len's life, at Congresbury Methodist Church at 11.15 on 

Friday 16th September(no flowers please).  This will be preceded by a private cremation in 

Weston-super-Mare. 

 

As the number of Morris friends who may wish to join us in saying "goodbye" to him is 

difficult to predict, it would be appreciated if you would please let our Bagman, Brian 

Kemplay, know if you plan to attend (mail@mendipmorrismen.org).  

mailto:mail@mendipmorrismen.org
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Open to all budding or experienced Fools, Beasts and Morris Characters from any team from the 
Ring, Open or Federation. A truly JMO event! 

This year's Unconvention will be based at Caryford Community Hall, Somerset BA7 7JJ and will 
involve workshops, Saturday bus tour to Wells and Cheddar Gorge, with Wyvern Jubilee and guests 
Enigma Border Morris.. The Feast will follow at the Hall. On Sunday we will have the AGM of course - 
your chance to have your say, followed by a walking tour of Castle Cary. 

Accommodation is indoor camping; there may be provision for outdoor camping and Motorhomes, to 
be confirmed. Please indicate at time of booking. Sorry, no dogs allowed. 

We have been able to keep the cost at £65 per person, which includes all meals except Sunday 
lunch, plus coach trip etc.   

Closing date for Applications 17th October 2016. 
 
Yours,   
Robert Chisman, Scrivener and Convenor   
 
Delegate:1)............................................................Fool/Beast/Other.......................... 
 
2)...........................................................................Fool/Beast/Other.......................... 
 
Team:............................................................... 
  
Address for correspondence...................................................................éééééé  
 
.............................................................................................................éééééééé:  
 
Tel:Day:...........................é..Eve:........................e-mail................ééééééé.......... 
 
Any Special Dietary needséééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
We anticipate having ......éééé....  further applicants, if places available.  

 

Return this form with cheque for the full amount (£65 pp) payable to "The Illustrious Order of Fools 
and Beasts" to Robert Chisman, Fools and Beasts Convener,1, Treverbyn Road, St. Austell, 
Cornwall, PL25 4EU  Tel:01726 68178 mobile 07970063922.OR pay by BACS - please ask for 
details. 

E-mail: triggertrotter1@aol.com 
Follow Trigger on Facebook and Twitter! 

****PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS AS FROM 16TH SEPTEMBER 2015**** 
 

  Trigger Morris-Horse           @TriggerMHorse 

Fools and Beasts  

Unconvention 2016 

Hosted by Wyvern Jubilee Morris 

Castle Cary, Somerset 

28th-30th October 2016 

mailto:triggertrotter1@aol.com
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Letter to the Editor 

  Dear Editor, 

Thursday 14th Wǳƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΩ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǘǎǿƻƭŘǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

evening meal in The Plough Inn, Ford, Gloucestershire when the sound of bells reached my 

ears. 

A mixed-sex Border side arrived, beautifully costumed, and began to dance to a small 

audience.  A motley selection of six musicians (including a tuneless, overbearing vuvuzela) 

and 6-8 dancers competently performed the Brimfield Stick dance first.  The display then 

degenerated into sloppily-done, invented, same-ish dances to barn-dance or music-hall 

tunes with very un-Morris figures.  They skipped (not single-stepped) or shuffled through 

the dances with the only similarity to Morris being figure-chorus sequences with simple 

patterns of basic sticking interspersed. 

They looked the part and were clearly enjoying themselves and I had to disappoint my 

family (who urged me to join in) because there was nothing I could join in with.  To be 

honest I would not have wanted to, because the performance was shambolic and really 

rather shameful. 

The episode both upset me and set me thinking.  ¢ƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ΨƳƻǊǊƛǎΩ ōǳǘ 

ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ aƻǊǊƛǎΦ  LŦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ōŀƭƭŜt dancer but create my own watered-down version 

of it and call it ballet, is it still Ballet?  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ 

should this side be able to do that with Morris.  The pompous self-regard is quite 

extraordinary.  If someone wants to understand Morris, he has to acquaint himself with the 

canon.  Only then can he begin to dare to invent for himself. 

There is no policing of standards in Morris, nor should there be, so in a society where people 

are told they can be whatever they want to be, how do you get sides to police themselves 

and maintain quality? 

(Name and side supplied) 

 

An interesting starter for ten: how indeed do we encourage Morris sides to self-

police the quality of their performances, if indeed we should?  

 

A topic for the Google Group? If you are not a member of the Ring Google Group 

and wish to participate, please email the Bagman with a request ς you do not 

require a Google account. 
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9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ς May 2016 

 

Scores of smiling face-painted children replaced racehorses at the Plumpton Race 
Course on Friday 20 May 2016, as the 7th Primary Schools Traditional Dance Festival got 
under way. Eight of the nine primary schools in the Chailey Cluster took part, involving over 
200 children from Years 3, 4, 5, and 6.  

The 2016 Festival was organised and directed by the Primary School Sports Co-
ordinator, Kerry Davey of Chailey School, assisted by a very able team of senior students 
(the Crew) who helped with a morning workshop and general setting up and clearing away 

throughout the day. The majority 
of children from the Chailey 
Cluster go on to Chailey School 
for their secondary education. A 
ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ΨǎǇƛƴ-ƻŦŦΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Festival has been the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ψŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
continuitȅΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ 
and primary schools in that a 
number of the Crew have fond 
memories of taking part in the 
early festivals at their primary 

schools and are now in a position to pass on their skills to the younger children. 

Planning for the Festival began in September 2015 using the successful format of 
previous years. This year the morning activities on customs offered storytelling with Jamie 
/ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƻƴ aǳƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ΨCŀŎŜ 
ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ the children also learned why many Morris teams colour their 
faces ς the answer being for disguise rather than any other reason. The Crew were 
instructed on Face Painting techniques by Gail Duff of TRADS (www.tradsfolkarts.co.uk). 

 The day was divided up into two halves, the morning programme consisted of dance 
practice, rehearsals, face painting and storytelling workshops while the afternoon was 
devoted to a regional traditional dance show for an audience of parents, guardians, event 
sponsors and special guest, Lewes M.P. Maria Caulfield.  

TRADS, members 
of local dance teams, The 
Morris Ring and The 
Morris Federation all 
provided dance tuition 
for the children, before 
and during the Festival. 
Live music (and the 
ability to count) is the 
most effective tool for 
the children to learn the 
dances ς rhythm and 
counting being essential 

http://www.tradsfolkarts.co.uk/
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to good performance, and enables the tutors to vary the tempo of tunes when necessary. 
This played a large and important part in facilitating a happy, relaxed learning environment.  

After lunch, the Crew swiftly tidied and reorganised the Marquee for the afternoon 
performance.  

Kerry Davey, Director, opened the Festival by welcoming the visitors and thanking 
supporters, sponsors and helpers before the children started their show, a lively and 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ΨǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ-ǎǘƻǇΩ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ aƻǊǊƛǎΣ 
Maypole, Social and Tudor dances. During a short interval the Plumpton Parent Teacher 

Friends Association served much 
appreciated and superb 
refreshments.The afternoon 
concluded with the now traditional 
ǊƻƻŦ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ƴŀǎǎ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ Ψ{ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ 
IŜȅΩ ōȅ ŀƭƭ нлл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 
by many of the parents guests and 
sponsors. 

After seven festivals, many of 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ Ψƛƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ΨƎƻ ƛǘ 
ŀƭƻƴŜΩ  ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ-term aim of 
the first festival in 2009 which was 
planned and organised jointly by 
SEFAN (South East Folk Art Network) 
and Plumpton Primary School. 
SEFAN closed in 2015 and The 

StepBack Consortium (www.stepback.org.uk) took on a lesser mantle this year, 
responsibilities being mainly organising the funding, external tutors and offering support if 
required ς plus a little tuition. 

Our grateful thanks to the schools who helped fund the Festival, our sponsors, the 
George Pheby Bequest, The StepBack Consortium, The Morris Federation, The Morris Ring, 
local Morris teams Chanctonbury Ring and Ashdown Morris Men for their support, without 
which the Festival could not happen. 

 

Ann and John Bacon 
Ditchling Morris and StepBack 
June 2016 
(photography courtesy Steven Archer)  

http://www.stepback.org.uk/
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Sidmouth successes 

 

Success for Morris Ring members in the John Gasson Jigs Competition at the Sidmouth 

Festival: 

Jake Middleton-Metcalfe and musician Simon Care of Moulton Morris won the solo jig 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ wƻǎǎ !ŘŀƳǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴ WƻƘƴ ²ŀǘŎƘŀƳ ƻŦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ 

Men winning best newcomer (pictured below with the trophy). 

 

 

 

Banks of Green Willow ς a further update 

 

! ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƛƭƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōȅ CƻƻƭΩǎ DŀƳōƛǘ aƻǊǊƛǎ ŀǘ ¢ƘƛŜǇǾŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ 

of George Butterworth and George Wilkinson, both listed on the Memorial to the Missing, 

can be seen here: https://youtu.be/FswlBvAQqJI  

There will be one more performance of the tribute, at Cecil Sharp House on 20th November. 

Tickets are still available through the EFDSS website. 

 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/FswlBvAQqJI

