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Moulton generations

Three generations of the Care family –
Barry Care, Simon Care and Stefan
Care – write about their involvement in
Moulton Morris Men.

The doors at the back of the school hall
crashed open and, with a lot of noise and
excitement, a team of morris dancers
danced into the ceilidh. It was Saturday 20
May 1972 and the team was Brackley
Morris Men. The event was the first
Moulton Village Festival being held to raise
funds for a new set of church bells.
Watching the dancing were young men
from the church choir and bell-ringers, who
were so impressed by what they saw that
a decision was made there and then to
form our own morris side.
Nothing more might have come of it
but, as chance has it, a brief conversation
between Vic Forrester and myself about
plans for the following year’s festival led on
to reminiscences of tales about the old
village mummers’ play and bacca pipes
dancing that used to go on in the
Artichoke pub fifty years before. It was
decided to have a go ourselves.
On 8 September 1972, four chaps
turned up to give morris a try and, under
my instruction, they danced ‘Bacca Pipes’
jig, ‘Bean Setting’ and ‘Rigs o’ Marlow’.
Moulton Morris Men had begun and within
a few weeks numbers had grown. I had
learned my morris from work in schools
and had worked with Harold Albright, one
time squire of Northampton Morris, at
Duston School, where they ran a boys’
morris side.
Harold came along to one of the early
practice nights, together with Mike Jewitt
who had been associated with both
Northampton and Bedford Morris. Mike’s
20 EDS summer 2014

accordion playing was immensely useful in
those early days with music and song
quickly becoming an essential at postpractice sessions. We chose our kit with
particular care, using an old print of a
Northamptonshire morris side dancing at
Stowe House in about 1700 on which to
base the overall appearance – top hats,
dark breeches, white shirts with baldricks
and arm ribbons – and the colours were
taken from an heraldic shield in Moulton
Parish Church. The large rosette on the left
shoulder was chosen to represent the
Northamptonshire county rose emblem.
We practised hard and danced out at
the 1973 Moulton Village Festival. We were
lucky to have plenty of young men in their
teens in those early days and so it has
continued over the years.

Second Generation –
Simon Care

I first attended a Moulton practice at the
tender age of nine, so have been a
member for 40 years. In that time, I have
witnessed the team completely regenerate
into what you see today. In fact, the team
today resembles the original side,
comprised mostly of young men aged 15
to 30.
I often get asked the question, ‘How
do you recruit so many young men?’ I
think the key to our success is that we
have followed the traditional, communitybased model. We work very hard within
our community with our Moulton Village
Festival, Boxing Day and our annual barn
dance. We are completely accepted in our
village, and the village is as proud of us as
they are of the football and cricket teams.
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First Generation –
Barry Care
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Many youngsters grow up in the village
watching the morris and do not consider it
to be anything other than ‘that’s what you
do when you are older’. Our youngest
dancer, James Campling, had watched us
for years and turned up to his first practice
able to dance – maybe he learned through
osmosis.
Our main repertoire consists of
Northamptonshire dances from Brackley,
Badby, Hinton and our own dances from
Moulton. We also perform north west,
longsword, border and rapper for our
Boxing Day dance out, where the highlight
is our own mummers’ play. We always
throw dancers straight into sets to learn
the geography of the dance and, in ninety
percent of cases, the steps come naturally.
We dance everyone in a set regardless of
age. We do not subscribe to the ‘boys’
side’ mentality. In my opinion, that is rather
patronising and is more likely to lose you
young dancers.
Another important aspect that might
attract members to our team is that it
costs nothing to be a member of Moulton
Morris Men. The team does not charge
subscriptions, it also pays for all the men
to attend weekends of dance and provides
all of the kit. We do this by dancing out at
community events and fund raising
through our local events. The financial cost
can be a big barrier to a young person
joining an organisation.

As a personal observation, I have
noticed that we have always had very
close social connections outside of the
team. The lads say that ‘a team that plays
together stays together’ and this afterpractice social side seems to be key to our
success.

the key to our
success is that we
have followed the
traditional,
community-based
model
Moulton have danced at many festivals
over the years, including Towersey,
Rudlostadt, Cambridge, Broadstairs,
Bromyard, Shepley and others. We have
also developed great friendships with many
teams around the UK. We try to promote
morris in a vibrant, energetic and enjoyable
way.

Third Generation –
Stefan Care

People in the outside world always
perceive being a morris dancer as ‘odd’,
especially if, like me, you are a young
dancer. People often ask me why on earth
I enjoy going out most summer weekends

with bearded old men and dancing around
like a fool. The answer I give is always
made up from the same two components:
the social and the show.
The social bit is all rather simple: I’ve
been with Moulton Morris for 12 years
which is well over half my life. During that
time, we have become a team that, while it
has always had a few young lads, now
relies on young men of the ages 15 to 25.
As many as 14 of our team fall within that
bracket at any given practice night
(Thursday 7.30pm Moulton Village Hall,
Northampton, before you ask). I spend
every Thursday evening and most
weekends with these people, regardless of
morris related activities because, quite
simply, they are my friends, they all live
locally and we all have the same thing in
common. Therefore we are all ‘odd’
because we go out most summer
weekends with bearded old men and
dance around like fools. In that way, being
odd has become rather normal!
The show aspect is also simple. I am
no rock star, but who would suspect that
I’ve had the chance to perform in front of
20,000 people at Fairport’s Cropredy
Convention, or 4,000 at Thaxted Morris
Men’s annual morris meeting, or even
3,000 of our own community at Moulton
Village Festival? The sound of the crowd
cheering wildly is a sound like no other and
gives you the biggest lift. The
congratulations as well as the analysis
make you want to become better than you
ever were before. Appreciation of your skill
by so many others makes you realise that
perhaps 12 years hasn’t been wasted! In
fact, it has been the making of you. Of
course there is criticism sometimes as well,
but that only adds to the challenge – you
want to overcome that hurdle and move on
to the next, all the while with the quiet
confidence that you’re upholding one of
this country’s greatest traditions.
Without someone to dance the next
dance, that tradition will die, and I take
pride in being ‘in’ for the next dance and
for many more after. Putting all these
thoughts together leads me to an
unanswered question, ‘Why on earth
doesn’t everyone give it a go?’
Barry Care is a former Squire of The Morris
Ring and a retired headteacher. Simon
Care performs with the ceilidh band
Tickled Pink, Edward II and the Albion
Christmas Band (and is Barry’s son).
Stefan Care is often seen as sound
engineer at various folk festivals (and is
Simon’s son).

Further information
Moulton Morris Men’s website is
www.moultonmorrismen.com
Moulton Village Festival takes place in
May each year.
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