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...Costumacious persons without?"
Headlngton Quarry VISIt Exeter Cathedral

by Will Partridge

When it was announce
that our good friend The
Reverend Thomas Hone
Vicar of Headington Quarry,
was to be installed as Cano
at Exeter Cathedral, we
were off like a shot. The
event went off with a bang.

It was Saturday 20 January
2007 and we, along with ovel
one hundred parishioners, st

off for the fair Cathedral City The New Cannon with Headington Quarry Morris Men

of Exeter. We sallied forth, as

only Headington Quarry canwe also met up with Mart
do. It was a long journey for aStansell of Exeter Morris Me!
day, as we do not get out much.

We made it in good time. |Reverend Tom, as we kn
had prepared the ground. Timhim was to be installed

Sercombe met us at George'€anon Treasurer and Pas
Meeting House, are a house of The ceremony was due
religion, now a pub. | wondertake place at Evensol
what the founding memberstimed for 3pm. We warmed
would have made of that?outside the main door

However, it was an excellent2.45pm with a short displ
choice for lunch. Along with of our own dances timed -
Tim came Lionel Harper the processionMeanwhile th
of Dartington. Tim is a wealth Lord Bishop and the Colle
of information on his City and of Canons, vested in copes,
we made our way ot the the Commissioner for Oat
impressive Cathedral Church oproceeded from the Canc
St Peter. At our destinationVestry to gather in the Chapt

’

House. The bell was tolled
in the accustomed manner.

At 2.50pm, while in the
Chapter House the Dean said,
"Will the Verger ascertain if
there are any contumacious
persons without?" The Verger,
having drawn back the wicket,
looked out. Now, | am told
this has something to do with
times gone by when a
particular Bishop of Exeter
was not exactly in favour with
the local populace. His
presence was likely to cause
a riot. Hence the lookout job.
This time | can only imagine
his reply was "Headington
Quarry Moths Dancers are out
there" They took a chance and
procesed out. Fortunately, we
were in a good mood!

The procession came along
and our Reverend Tom was
grinning from ear to ear. He
did not know we were going to
be there. The Bishop clearly
was relieved at the friendly

(continued on page 3)



Squire's Report

A full lunar eclipse:
The spring offensive and the way ahead

The last few months has been anHere a tradition was turned Adlington Morris had found discussions and  possibly
exceedingly busy, challenging around from somtéing that  successful and Jonathan Coldirections that we should go
and productive time with looked as if it might die into related to the recruitment

much effort being expelled on In short, as an experiment
trying to streamline our work, Paul Reece at Winchester Morris Men's feast Feb 2006 starting at 9am and lasting a
improve communications Photo: H Stevenson  hour and a half, it was a we]

and the means to develop
and improve recruitment,
particularly ~ amongst the
young, to take a more proactive
role in PR in order to promote
what we are about. These
issues are not unique to the |
Morris Ring and many were
taken forward from our ARM
in Leiceger to the Joint Morris
Organisations AGM which we
hosted, again in Leicester.

attended, highly
informative, and very
sucessful an productive
taster session which carried
on to form thebasis of the
area meeting that followed
and much o the thrust of the
arguments and discussion
both forma and informal
throughou the day and
evening

On the first anniversary of Nibs
Matthews @ath and watching
the total lunar eclipse betweer
bouts of dancing and singing
after the feast, to which the full
contribution of 1830 was much
applauded and appreciated, our
shared howls of delight
accompanying the eclipse was
an indicator that the omeffier
the Morris are auspicious.

The Keynote Session:PR,
Youth  Recruitment and
Funding by Steve Rowley

Our ARM was preceded with
a dynamic and enthusiastic
keynote taster session on
PR, Youth Recruitment ah

Funding by Steve Rowley of
Gloucestershire Morris Men,
Rose Moresk and Cultural
Pathways. Steve is very
experienced at working with
Morris sides and

(I\Jﬂrgz?slszt;]%nsYLOUt%ro;?;;i tir:]esomething that is now aliv

this country and Australia. and flourishing ~and going

Steve is available to advise,
answer questions  that
individuals or groups may

esuccesses of Jockey Morridlave on any of these issues
Men of taking the Morris to and do follow up sessions or
from strength to strength. Ithe People byputting on a \r':/:t?(l)ia” g?}r/e ior\:v:IIr kshops,
Steve's work with theBal de gave us a positive example Of:0eu Eialoll;vzlr?i:’lnsc(?::sc Iggn?rte ’ ’ g
Basque in Spain where thea stratggy that has worked anﬁﬂstead of ex ec%in recruitstocContact any of the
older dancers are facilitators fora possible model for the way'come to Ourp ractigce Officers for details.
the development, recruitmenta head that we could follow. ( The full a¥ticle c?f this evéning class

and promotion of young experience is to be found on page 1| Reece

dancers, so that they CarI1:)uncan Broorhead shovv_ed USonwards.eQMe-njbers of 1839 ma_de

perform and have ownership ofome excellent_ professpn_allya very significat contribution
the tradition was truly inspiring. produced Morris advertisingto these and the follow up

and recruitment material that

In the next Issue....

In the next Issue 55:Thaxted if any one volunteers an articleseparately elsewhere; youplease. Publication September,
Ring Meeting (I have photos, saa Wedding of Some Import;further anecdotes especially theo 31/08 is copy date. | look
a report from an attendee wouldetters; an article by Johnside that went to Glastonburyforward anxiously for your
help); StaffordI'll be there but Cutting- this may be published please write with morehmtos  input. Enjoy the Morris. H



............. Headington in Exeter, continued

welcome. He seemed to enjoganced inthe Cathedral. Teafor taking the photographs.Thanks to Tim, Chris, our
every minute of our dancingand cakes in the Chapter HousBresent from HQMD on thisdriver and dl the Cathedral
as they went by and into theollowed this. We departedoccasion were: John Grahanpersonnel we met that day.
Cathedral. It was an excellentvishing Revered Tom all our(musician), Terry Phipps,
service. It is not every day thebest wishes for the future. He iAlan and Chris Kimber We were back home in time
seats are full of Quarry folk andsorely missed in the Quarry. HeNickelson, Francis Parsonsfor a pint at the Mason's Arms!
we all got a special mention.  will miss our annual Ale too! Dave Townsend and myself,

Will Partridge, current Squire.
Following the service we |am indebted to Tim Sercombe

Jig Instructional .
Three Virgins and one Wise man attend

by Pat Naylor and demonstrators. us. Applause to those in theviM looking after us.. | am a
Thank you to the musicians whditchens. bugger for names so thanks to

Three youngish lads, virgins toably kept us going, endlesslyThe feast was great fun, everyone that had front room,
this weekend, went to the Jigepeating bits whilst we got oursuperb food, goodcompany, backroom or evening scullery
Instructional this January infeet round the figures. Theremoderately short speeches,input to the organising.
Sutton Bonington fresh facedwas inspiring and informativevaried songs and, oh joy, a stayl left with a new found
and not sure what to expectchat about what a bar waspf execution of dancing. knowledge of internal bounce,
Ok, three rther jaded but still despite most of us leaning orAfter teaching, indeed, during some stepping basics and
under 35 1/2 year old Ripleyone late in to the night.. orit for those unable to masterthe whole jigs | had learned
lads arrived and thoroughlyindeed hearingsheep complain Sherbane, the King's Head and drove back to the 1936
enjoyed what we receivedwith one.. it concluded with aprovided a great atmosphereBampton time warp | was
Whilst there are lots of regularsmuch repeated warning thafor a session. One of which released from for the weekend
that attend each year there wase should be listening to thebizarrely became ashort ready to share these new found
a very warm welcome from allmusicd an additional learning stone's throw away from "The skills  with any "nominal"
to anyone new. point for Ripley. Good Old Days" with songs audienceo watch.
So many things came asRather than our normal farenothing more than a single ! still, some weekends later,
a (pleasant) shockto us of dwt cuisine the food wasentendre away from smut, haven't looked down at my
newcomers, having instructiongreat, from chicken currywell done all. feet. This is in sheer terror of
on the Friday evening, hugethrough to the eettainment So, what a packag& dances knowing the moment | do Mr.
amount of dancing in generalpf eating a grapefruit for thefrom a cheeringly wide variety Jerram WILL be watching.
the high standard of the foodirst time (sheltered life).. butof traditions, more Princesses
throughout, and the level ofat least | did not get the-bred Royal than the most naval or Pat Naylor is a member of
organisation and commitmentmix of kedgeree and grapefruitmilitary men can cope with, Ripley MM
from team, coaches, musicianshat was a special for one oDolphin and  Winchester



Sword dancing in Tongeren

by Brian Tasker Star in 1997 followd by
| Castleford and  Sallypc
in 1998, Thrales in 20C
Castleford and Sallyport ag:
in 2001, North British in 200
East Saxons in 2005 &
Southport in 2007. In additi
to dancing in Tongeren, sic
have visited Antwerp, Leuve
Maastricht, Hassetnd Liege
The new De Michielen sii
have danced with their visitc
since 2004.
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Tongeren is the oldest town in
Belgium and has documentary
evidence of a sword dancing
tradition going back to the

16th century. The dancers were
known as "De Michielen"

and they danced with heavy &
swords which were modelled on
real swords but  which
were unsuitable for serious
combat.  When Napoleon
invaded Flanders after the
French Revolution his soldiers
confiscatedmost of the swords
as they were seen as weapons
but seven of them either evaded
capture or were recovered men and coristed of a serie
and are now displayed in of fairly simple over an
the Moerenpoort Tower in under figures. The weight
Tongeren. Unfortunately no the swords probably limite
dance notation survives but it the development of the dan

Brian Tasker
The photos by Mieke
MommenJuveyns.

Felix Mommen, a native of
Tongeren, revived sword |
dancing in the town in 2002. &
His side adopted the old name
of De Michielen and they
perform a dance consisting of}
some Yorkshire longsword |
figures and some new figures
evolved by Felix. They danced
at the SwordSpectacular in
Whitby in 2004 and are !
planning to attend the next
Sword Spectacular in York in
the  2008.

The swords in
Moerenpoort Tower

At Felix's invitation a number
of English sword sides have g\ thnort Swords Tongeren Easter 2007
is likely that it was performed danced in Tongeren in recent
by perhaps a dozen or moreYears. The first were White

Mendip Ring Meeting, Sunday; Bob Cross dancing out, Paul Reece dancing in and a Webley Leap




The Return of Albert

www.nw-clogs.co.uk
Phil Howard - Clogs and Leatherwork
Clog maker since 1991
All clogs made entirely on the premises using only own soles
and tops
Clogs made to order also re-wooding and resoling
Rubber soles and heels (shods) supplied

Now available for festivals and workshops

Contact: 0161 494 0224 or jp.howard04.ntlworld.com

Gordon Ridgewell took theseperforming The Shepherds
photographs at the EnglishHey from Ravensthorpe (see
Folk Dance and Song Morris Circular number 52 )
Society's event 'The ReturnAbove

of Albert' being a taste of theGrenoside Traditional
Society's Royal Albert Hall Sword Dancers

Festivals, on 10th February Foot of page

2007 at Cecil Sharp House Westminster Morris Men
Top left performiing the Upton upon
Chipping Campden Morris Severn dtk dance and
Dancers accompanied withbelow, concluding Loveless,
their Hobby Horse Longborough style  with
Left Unicorn taking a bow
Moulton Morris Men
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From Keith Lascelles
28th January 2007

Harry,

There has to be a story here.
The Mail on $inday today
included a review of the book
Agent Zigzag by Ben
Macintyre about one Eddie
Chapman, who acted as a
double agent during WW2. |
quote,

The Germans encountered by
Chapman were every bit as
peculiar; | was particularly
taken with the avid Nazi
spymaster Walter Praetorius, a
graduate of Southampton

University whose principal love

was morris dancing, whose
therapeutic physical and
cultural effects were, he was
convinced, essential to the
wellbeing of Germans. His
ambitions were finally realised
whenhe was appointed dance

The Morris Ring Circular
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Letters To The Editor

instructor to the Wehrmacht.

It's not April 1st, so if we take
this at face value, someone,
somewhere may

know more about this chap
and his dancing, at first guess
in the UK in the

1930's.

Approaching from another
angle, | remembraeading that
people trying to

glean information on
traditional men's dancing in
Germany hit a bit of a

stone wall. Hitler's philosophy
had promoted traditional
German activities,

but anyone admitting any
knowledge of such dancing
could be admitting to

links they preferred to forget.
Was it German dances, or
Walter's morris

dances?

is in the review.

Cheers

Keith Lascelles

Men of Sweyn's Ey (40 this
year. The side, not me)

From Tory Motley
5th March 2007

At the recent A.R.M. held by
Leicester Morris Men, | was
sitting chatting with my
Bagman, Geoff Douglas,
Thames Valleys Dick Keen
and Martin Johnson of Greet
Oak Morris Men. | don't
recall how the subject arose,
but | spoke of whehused tc
take part in the Royal Salute:
and Hyde Park and how the
state of opening of parliament
salute was synchronised.

I shall find the book, and see if Martin, who | have know

there is any information other
than what

for some years and have
frequently danced with at

((),ORQ]:S\
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A.R.M's and Rutland Ales
enquired, whether | served in
TheKings Troop Royal Horse
Artillery. When | replied yes,
he went on to say that he too
had been with this unit briefly
and we went on to reminisce
about various characters we
had met and the certain horses
we had dealt with.

| enclose a photo of Martin
andl in Military pose and
yours truly in Kings Troop

“Kit' (note no bells worn). It
was a great weekend with
superb efforts by all of
Leicester Morris men. They
even organized and eclipse of
the moon.

Wassail

Tony Motley
Squire Mayflower.

Tony Motley on a real hors

and with Martin Johnson
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It is pleasing to receive
diverse articles for this issue
and particularly when they
celebrate a birthdaywhite
Star and Mendip. This issue
particularly celebrates The
Morris Ring Meeting hosted
by Mendip to celebrate their
50th anniversary in 2006. It
also coincided with the _ >
dancing-out and dancing in of disappointed.
Bob Cross and Paul Reece asSO that is an apology. To be
Past & Future Squire's of The followed by another. On
Morris Ring. There are page 6 of Circular No 53
pictures of the Sunday event Steve Adamson presented
throughout this issue as well the Citation to 'Richard'
as a double page spread. | amShufflebottom and not 'Ron’
particularly grateful to Alf Shufflebottom. Apologies to
Denham of Mendip for the Steve and Richard.
photographs and acknowledgeAnd what are we to make of
their copyright to Mendip. the Squire's "Third Way'? |
That is not all. do not use the phrase lightly
because we do live in an

His 'notes' for the weekend
are scrupulous and detailed,
so much so that they have
defeated this editor. It would
have been an injustice to edit
such a comprehense report.
Alf will no doubt email copies
to any who desire such.
Readers will not be

‘image' environment and it
is apparent that knowledge
of PR & its use can project
an image. Is it also true that
Morris Dancing is, well,
what it is- an ancient
English (probably not PR
able) traditionand danced
because we enjoy it and wish
to encourage others to do it.
So, let us do it well, in tidy
and naat kit, well advertised
and dance at the advertised
time; look as if you are
enjoying it and engage the
public.
It is not an original mission
statement and it is not meant
to decry from the ARM
presentation. But it is the
best way we can improve our
public perception: DANCE
& PLAY

And another apology about
the late publication of this
issue. | experienced, in
December 2006 a sudden
and unexpected redundancy
notice, which came as

both a shock and not a
little dent to my pride. The
next three months were
engaged in attempting to
find employment which
was both exhilarating and
occasionally deflating.
Ageism is alive and well, but
| have temporarily beaten it
and found full employment.
Hopefully, normal service
re this publication has now
been resumed: apologies
to readers, subscribers and
advertisers

A Melodeon
is not just for Morris

branch out with

Y dAN\N
Sagforcd

All 105 tunes from
‘The English Dancing Master’ (1651)
arranged for 6/D Melodeon

Book (notation & background) £4-00
CD (each tune played once) £4-00
Book and €D together £7-00

P&P: £1-00 for first item + 50p/item thereafter
Tony Battilana: 01625-582460
tony@battilana.ndo.co.uk

a great step forward for mankind’
(Set & Turn Single)

Mendip Ring Meeting
Mendip's Betsy & Horse



Boxing Day in Moulton Village

by Barry Care Mummers Play. Then off to
the Telegraph pub for an all
| have attached photos oéfternoon session. This year
Moulton's Boxing Day whenover 500 villagers supported
we close the village centreus by turning out.
off and provide an hour of _
entertainment:  Cotswold/ B2 Care MBE is a member of
) Moulton Morris Men, Past Squire
Border/Longsword/Rapper/ anq past Treasurer of the Morris
North West/ and the village Ring




White Star celebrate their 21st anniversary

by Brian Tasker

For the last twenty one years
the White Star Sword Dancers
have been dancingapper and
longsword in west Kent. We
have organised a plough tour
on the first Saturday in January
from the very beginning. In

recent years the tour has growr
with the addition of guests
representing many different
branches of the folk tradition.
This yea we made it a very
special event and for the first
time we arranged two separate
tours during the day. Each tour
visited several pubs in Kent

and Sussex and performed &logs and the Ravensboum

%y Ravensbourne, Hartley ¢

travelling mini folk festival in  Mummers. In between the
. : ourselves. We plan to feat
the bars. During .the afternponcountry dances all the sideg)gih rapper and longsword ggzt\::?g)r:g {a/\t/)r(])i\tls,sgz:rtle}

of dancing in all the pubs in the The Sunday tour was for theas either their main dance o
ngh Street Wlthln an hOUI’, a SWOI’d Sides. At |unChtime we an addition to their Cotswc
task they accomplished with entertained the public in therepertoire.
ease. pubs in Rusthall near Tunbridge
Wells with a mixture of rapper
Our visitors were Castleford and |0ngsword_ We followed
longsword, Broadwood this in the evening with a rapper
mummers, Westpec the hOOderiour round the pubs of
horse, Mrs POStlethW&iteSTunbridge Wells. We p|anned
Vegetables, Broadsideto finish the tour at the &u
Mummers, Sallyport Sword, Nash Tavern, a fine old pub
North British Sword and the with a good wooden floor for
Udimore Handbell Ringers. In dancing, but when we asked for
the evening we held a barnpermission to dance earlier in
dance with the Bonabrill band the week we were told that the
and were joined by thelartley  pyb was closed that evening for
Morris Men, Kettle Bridge their staff party. By chance we
T ; found out later that they were
still expecting us. We duly
arrived and danced to the sort of
acclaim that rapper receives at a
party late in the evening!
Several of the staff wanted to
have a go so we spent the rest
the evening teaching them
some figures.

White Star

Our next major event is the
Tonbridge (Geoff Metcalf)
Morris Ring Meeting which is
being held over the weekend of
31 August / 2 September. The
meeting is being organised




308th Meeting of the Morris Rg 21st23rd July 2006
Mendip Morris Men's 50th Anniversary

Ashcott: Jockey above & right, Standon a
massed show far right

Congresbury:
Bridgewater: Massed display above & Letchworth, above
Jockey

Moorlinch-East Surrey left & Mersey right

10



At Wells: (clockwise fror
right) BFB & Little Willie,
Thaxted, Mendig
Mayflower-what is no
wearing?Musicians €
Moorlinch, Bob  Cros
Squire of the Morris Rin
conducting the display
Wells, Icknield Way, Exet
and Bedford at Wells.
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JIM CATTERALL
(19482007)

It is always seen as a tragedps
when someone dies relatively

young. Jim however was’
a big man, larger than life, ; : .
who packed a lot into his 58
years and always to the las
made sure that he continues
to do those things that he
held dear and was passiomat
about. The Thaxted Morris
weekend was one of those
things, and this ye& meeting

to commemorate John BuII.’
and the 80th anniversary of"
the first meeting, and the 80
anniversary of the Abbots .
Bromley Horn Dance being

danced at our Ring Meeting wa:
no exception. His generosity

of spirit and the willpower of

an ox was there in abundanc
in the preparation of 'C' tour
and he and Maggie's home fo
his friends, but above all this
was to have been his last Hori
Dance, the Betsy character wa
to be passedn. He completed
the tour, but his wish to do the
Horn Dance one last time,
despite all his best efforts was
not to be. By a curious twist feesSEs

Jim and will be remembered
with great fondness in
the  Cambridgeshire  area.
Tales of Jim in Newcastle are
too many to mention, suffice to
say that whenever Thaxteate

in the North East the first thing
you are asked is whether Jim
is with you. One tale concerns
Jim's first job as airts Centre

Organiser in Newcastle. He
had just given them their
most successful evening ever
and the only comment his
boss could make was on a
light bulb, which was not lit.

Jim promptly asked him for a
copy of the yellow pages and
proceeded to phon&om his

office various agencies saying,
“I'm just about to resign my job
do you have any vacancies?'
One of these vacancies, which
he fell into was in insurance
with  Manulife. Landing on

his feet as usual, he quickly
climbed from trainee to area
manager in three years. He
then took on some of the
top training and mentoring
roles within the industry.

of fate, while Jim slept, theSchool, Amersham, and in hiurther accreditation includingJim's ability in the nick of time

spirit of Arthur Caton cameteens during the 60s
to the rescue and his Betspttended Cecil Sharp Hous&ussland College.

hea Psychology degree fronfor

both landing on and

Bathremaining standing on his feet

costume on display in thiswhere he was a member ofn Newcastle Jn's band thewas legendary. In the days
church, was as if by magicseveral of Nibs Matthews'Borderers was ba. they even before speed limits and much
transformed from an exhibitfolk dance display groups. Heollowed McCartnels band else Jimheld the Peter Twiss
to a living character againlearned melodeon from hisWings, Jim referring to them asecord and Mercury prize
The dance was savexhd the father at the age of fourteenthe support band. From thigombined for the journeys he
tradition was able to continueWhile carrying his melodeonperiod he developed notorietyundertook from Newcastle to
As a living character, Jimthrough  Casserbury  Parkas something of eecordbreaker Thaxted and back and from
defies attempts to characteris¥/atford he was accosted fronin terms of his constitution, Newcastle and Bedford and
him, to tie him to any one rolebehind some trees with 'Wellgetting to and from, as wellback in an evening. He would
or guise. He was a wickedtan you play it? A Woodsideas atually attending Morris leave after ted think it was tea

wit, possessed a fierce intelledMorris man on an impromptuevents and his many Musiciaperform in Thaxted or Bedford
and was a natural showmarf€cruitment drive had foundinstructionals that he ran aand beback in Newcastle for
performing at the age of four ahis first victim. Jim went on toan inspired teacher. Being @am the next morning. It is
the Grand Theatre in his nativeSt. Catherine's Collegedancer first and a musiciamot surprising to learn that
Bolton where he captivated thécambridge to read Geographgecond, Jim combined beingis first choice of career was t
audience for two shillings.and in August 1971 arrived inthe lightest man on his feehe air force until cut short by a
He was a precocious childNewcastle to do a PhD inwith having the lightest touchn early motorbike accident. His
who knew his own mind andGeography followed by aon the melodeon. Those ofigh-octane intake was
encouraged to start school #rther 2 years at Durhamus in the Morris world owephenomenal, but in beer alone
year early, he refused to joivhere he joined NewcastleJim a tremendous debt ohe was clocked at 39 mis in

the first class as he was not orris Men tecoming their gratitude for almost singleaddition to a bottle of whisky
baby and did not wartb sleep Squire and the Durham Rambandedly passing on his art tauring the day before an early
in the afternoons he joined théespectively. Insulted by ahis fellow musicians. Hisevening feast in Bedford had
six year olds and kept up justecturer's claim that for anthirty-seven year associatiorstarted. He then downed severa
fine'. Aged eleven he entere@cademic he would be a reallyvith the Crofters folk group pints in one to impress the
Dr. Challoners Grammardood salesman, spurred Jim tawas of immense importance tquaitress at the start of the

1



feast and at the end of thea rather worried Geoff Jerramplay for a mixed session, bumuch with us. He is in our
feast took time out to catch Squire of the Morris Ring atexpecting me to watch allhearts and memories, a legend
up on his research. He wasthe time, had been expectinghose boobs bouncing up antbuched with both joy and
one of those rare individuals Jim to play for him, but asdown with only one G&T sadness, not in the measure
who seemed to be unaffectedhe hadn't arrived the nighinside me is quite another!" Atof six and two as many may
by alcohol, could take a few before at the B&B and it wasanother instructional atthink, but in equal measure.
hours sleep and be up earlynow approaching the middayMoulton Northamptonshire heThere is much tat he taught
in the morning as bright as a start for the session he washad had enough of hisus, gifted as he was, to help us
button. Pushed and pulled resigning himself to bothtrainees by the time the pulbrighten up this dark island.
this way and that, it is likely dance and play. At five tohad opened that he sent thetdis spirit lives on in the music
that Jim was possessed by thafmidday) and half way to theoff to practice playing in aand musicians that lead us in
fatal human flaw that seems tovenue there was a screech @rocession to the pub the longhe dance. When all is finally
bedevil a significant number of brakes alongside and Jimway and the wrong way roundstill we will then be able feel
that band of the hard working, emerged asking 'Where's ththe Moulton one way systemthe measure of the man, his
the highly intelligent, the pub?' This left five minutes forWhether Jim naturally swamabundant spirit, generogit
multitalented and the artistic a drink and to get to the venueggainst the tide or his life'sand fun full to overflowing.
with a flare and a passion for which Jimdid and duly starteddirection contravened the ondVhere he has been and where
making msic. The demon on time. Two minutes into theway system, because he wase is will silently touch us,
‘D' button once pressed it is session in a crowded marquemo clever for his own good,like the faintest breath or the
difficult to play in any other and Jim had turned round antie was admired, loved, talkedvake of wings. It might be
key. If and when they fully was facing the wall to play forabout and supported by manjikened to the folk image of
map our hereditary make up,the dance. Asking Jim why.all of his life. We salute youthe dancing passage through
this factor of the Gyjnome will concerned that this wasn'aind all that you have achievedife of a pair of magpies always
surely be called the Dnome. creating the right impression forand as with the greeting in théogether, but noelways seen.
At a Cotswold Morris the musician not to be fam North East, wherthey ask 'ls God bless you Jim

instructional twenty years ago the dancers, he retorted thaflim not with you?' We will say Photo: taken by Geoff Jerram, at the
at the Bomyard Folk Festival It's one thing asking me toyes he is here, he is very°rms Ring Meeting, Thaxted 2006

Pete Hicks (19492007) Asia and Europe. He made Like with the expertise in his

big contribution to many job, his knowledge of dancing
peoples lives and livelihoodsseemed endless and his "gift"
"with what he did for a of being able to learn "on the
living". hoof' often amazed us. Not

He always made the mosthaving seen him at practices
of his time whether dancingfor a while where we had
here at home, or whilst awayl€arned a new dance or
in some far flung place, tradition, he would appear on
walking, skiing, exploring etc. @ Monday night in Kings Sq.
His desire was to visit ewy With a big grin and say "I'll
country in the world and he soon pick it up” and he did!
had made a good start!

: . lan's Folk and Dancing With great compassion, Andrea
Pete was taken il with a€turned to the side after,’ > T FHC FETE AT L he family decided that
brain infection while on retiring from the pub Mansfield Morris and when the collection from the service
holiday in Spain. He wasl'2d8: Pete was a formen " oo to South Africashould go to the disaster fund
taken to hospital in AIicanternernber of Hartley Morr_|s for a short while he dancedto help the more than 100 lives
where he remained in a"'¢™ _he was al_so a fmewith Jubilee Morris. When lost in Ulyanoskaya mine,
coma for 4 weeks, Petd - >'¢'an and singe He. he returned he joined us a@ gesture that lan would be
never regained consciousne%{_\'sas a member of 1970'Ssg  \)oris in Yok and soon proud of. If anyone would like
and diel early on May olk Band, Crayfolk, and became a stalwart of the sideto contribute then donation
Also, for many years he andcheques made out to Mrs A
family went to the Folk week Robertson can be forwarded

A

12th. Pete was foundegOre recently Skmner;

member of Wadard Morris at; and Slattery,- His

Men in 1977 and our firstMYs!c and h_umour will be in Whitby where he dancedto Ebor Morris and Andrea will
Squire, He was squire forSaOIIy missed t_)y with Scratch Morris. send it on to the fund.

a second time when he who knew him.

lan Robertson (1952007

Ebor Morris, Mansfield Morris, at Ulyanovskaya in Russia on
Jubilee Morris (South Africa)the 19th of March. lan was a
and Scratch Morris (Whitby)very well respected mining
It was with much sadness thangineer who had spent the
we heard first through thdast number of years helping
media then confirmed by higo identify mining areas that
wife thatlan had been kéd in could be regenerated in many
an explosion at a mineof the old Soviet Republics,
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Geoff Mendham
(1920-2006)

Geoff was born in Gillingham, became our musician. Rugbynumerous to list. They weregood humour, his commitment,
Kent on 1st August 1920. HeMorris were due to betahat exciting times and Geoff withhis knowledge his rdiable
was an ordinary man andmeeting but half the team hadhis knowledge, his experiencdriendship, his willingness to
lead an ordinary life yet, forleft Rugby. The remaining and his enthusiasm was botehare his experience and his
a number of people, he wasnembers tried to keep goinga leading figure and a rockgenerosity with the time he
rather special. | know he wasut as far as | know quietly solid base and support for amlevoted to the benefit of others
living in Rugby at the end offaded away. Their loss wasincreasingly wide circle. will stay with all who were
the war and had met Sybilockey's great gain. The need for msicians who fortunate enough to know
who was going to a dancd first heard of Geoff whilst in could play for folk continued him.

meeting. Geoff was curiousExeter. | mentioned to Nibsto be a vexing problem andl have only touched on one
to know what he was missinghat | had a post in Birmgham eventually Geoff was the small part of his life. Few
and found an interest in botlso he advised m& look out mainstay of a players clubpeople knew of his other
the dance and the musicfor Geoff. In the Spring of which ran very successfully in commitment where he felt
In 1947 he entered Saltleyl949 | arrived and within 9 Birmingham for many years. strongly but did not impose on
College, Birmingham to trainmonths had met Geoff whoI'm sure that his influence others. He had a strong political
as a teacher. He married Sybiencouraged me to join Jockeywas a catalyst much greaterbelief and was working at the
they lived in several house | met them in the Summer andthan many peopleealised and grass roots. He was deeply
in the south of Birminghamby the Autumn started the the players club will miss that involved in his local church
with their daughter Hilary Morris. As is often said, from something special that he washolding important positions.
and he taught in several locathen on it was all downhifor —able to infuse. He had a fellowHe was against War and was
schools. After the death ofme. feeling for less skilful players not preparedb fight so took the
Sybil, he eventually marriedDuring the 19391945 War which | experienced. In the 'easy option' of working
Joan who was a tower ofthe folk movement was50's Jockey needed music andn bomb disposal. Few of his
strength in his declining yearsmuch restricted for severagven danced to my limited friends found this out.

He had several problems oveobvious reasons so that a@lent. One occasion at a Ringln the Morris world he became
the last 10 years including 2he start of the 50's manyMeeting in the Peak District. | most active in 1949/50. When
serious heart operations. Heeople had had little contacwas playing for the caperslooking for background, |
felt he had cheated death dueith folk in general. Therein Queens Delight, Bucknell found that at that time there
to a superb surgeon giving hinwere few musiians who had when a tray of foaming tankardshad been 43 clubs admitted
10 bonus years, but I'm surexperienced playing for folkpassed in front of m@& the to associatn with the Ring
his faith, love of lfe and so Geoff was much involvedwords "who hasn't had his freebetween 1934 and 1949 yet
supportive family and friendsplaying for classes and the fevpeer?" nearly threw me and Iby the Bedford meeting of
were a great influence. public dances. This gave himwas unable to reply for | knew September 1950 there were
The EFDSS Rugby group heldx wide experience. He was not would stop playing Many only 27 listed as members.
their first party on 23rd a great talent nor one with flaitimes since, Geoff reminded The others had disbanded or
December 1946 where Johiut was invaluable because hee of it with his cheery deep temporarily ceased to hold
Dibdin persuaded 5 other memwas utterly dependablethroated chuckle of one whoregular meetings. The growth
including Geoff to form aHe dayed for social dancing,knew exactly how | felt at that of Morris Clubs from those
Morris team and the followingboth Playford and the newlymoment. early days tonow is due to
year Geoff became Bagmanemerging Community andin a discussion. he once harkedsome very dedicated and able
On stating at the Saltley Square Dance, for Ritual botrback to early days laying rail people and | woulplace Geoff
College Geoff formed a teanrMorris and Sword and alsoon the permanent way. TheMendham amongst them. The
to dance Morris and Swordfor the local Scottish danceswork was hard manual grind growth of Folk in general and
and in 1949 he made contacdll the time | knew him, he and required a ganger who hadhe Morris in particular whilst
with the newly formed Jockeyinstinctively played the right rapport with the men in order to changing, adapting yet staying
Morris and persuaded 2 othertines and at a speed to suit trget the track laid in an efficient true to their roots is due to a
of the Saltley team to link updancers and conditions. manner. He maintained that anumber of dedicated people.
with Jockey- Trevor Rees andAs the 50's progressed, wéimilar understanding betweenl am proud to have known
Arthur Blake. All 3 becamefound ourselves in a rapidlythe musician and the dancerdim and along with many

teaders in Birmingham andgrowing —movement  with produced the besorris. others will remember him with
so became lifelong Jockeyweekend and holiday coursegzeoff was a quiet thoughtful grateful appreciation.
members. dance festivals and publicperson, always prepared to

Jockey joined The Morris Ringperformances. There  was join in with discussion where An ordinary man who had an
less than 2 years after forming rapid increase in Morrishis contribution was brief, extraordinary influence.

and danced themselves in at tHelubs and dance classed)elpful, to the point where he

Bedford meeting 8thd 10th many holding publiddances in often could be the most Ralph Harriso® March 2007
September 1950 when Geoff the most unlikely places toopertinent  contributor. His
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Peter John Lawrence
(1933- 2007)

lImington ‘Sturch's But it will be as “Skilton’,
Piece',a dance from a in his many combats with
new, but inspired choice the Westminster Unicorn or
of tradition, which he just sitting on a particular
had recently introduced gravestone during the Sunday
and chawpioned at show at the Ring Meeting and
Thaxted. as the haunting hypnotically
He could be a sternturning horse and ‘'Jockey'
teacher of the Morris, in the horn dance that he will
as | know frequently to probably bebest remembered.
my cost, and being He will be sadly missed.
partially deaf in one Paul Reece

ear he could be very Gordon Ridgewell took the
selective about what photograph of Peter, at Thaxted
vilage postman, always Church. he wanted to hear, butRing Meeting 2002, emerging
busy, always learning, abys  dancing missed nothing, evenfrom the darkness of Stoney
contributing to his community through in the guiseof 'Skilton'. Lane

Thaxted Foreman, creator ofand to the
'Skilton'. the Thaxted Horse, Morris up to
and the Jockey and Hobbythe very end.
in the Horn Dance. leader oflt was fitting
the Thaxted 'F' tour. Peterthat his last
Lawrence. celebrated .50 yearappearance,
this year as a Thaxted dancer. a few days
He was a true gentleman. before he
a man of many sidesand died, was as
talents: amateur archaeologist;Skilton’,

local historian, chorister and filmed  for
folksinger, country dancer, 'Songs of
lover of folklore, keen cyclist Praise' from
and cricketer, teacher andThaxted

Mendip Ring Meeting Sunday
Stafford, above and the procession below
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The Scret Diary of a Night School Instructor part 2

Friday 15™ September if we could reunite them.set of the dancesll be Seven o'clock and
Fiddler turned up atThursday 21 teaching. Was that fear othe panic's over. Just
practice after doing aFirst day of the course antioredom | was seeing ombout everyone's here.
stint working at thewe're off on a good notesome of the faces towardgVe can go ahead.
Birmingham Beer After several telephonghe end of th set? Whilst Brian gives

Festival. Somehow he'dtalls and emails aroundQuick break for tea andHelen, last  week's
managed to get talkingnorris contacts I'vetime to get the classabsentee, a quick bit of
to a couple of blokesthis morning spoken tomoving. We're startinginstruction on stepping
that had enrolled on theéDickon Taylor, Gwenwith a Badby dancel see how much the
course.  They  wereJohnson's  son. I'veand a dance in the styl®thers have remmebered.

looking forward to it! passed on the telepme of Badbyd just double Working in two groups

Not sure about this at allnumber of the lady thatstepping,should be easy.(one of women, one of
is this the sort of persorcontacted us and also léAs you might expectmen d not that it was

we want involved with her know that Dickon- a mixed bag in termsobviously worked out
the morris? Can't waitwill be getting in touch.of catching on Some that way) we review first
to dance at the BeeWhat a great result. Mindare picking it upreally the stepping and then the
Festival tomorrow! you, it could be can ofquickly, others will take chorus. Not altogether
Monday 18" Just been toworms time and I'm ina bit longer but they'llsurprisingly the stepping
visit the Study Centre andlanger of finding myselfget there. We end thevas generally  pretty
meet Deborah for the firses a 'Lost and Foundevening with practisingropey. but both teams
time; a very charming ancagent. Apparently Jockeyhe chorus for 'Beauxmade a pretty gud fist

helpful  young lady. may have swething of Badby. Much fasterof the chorus. Press on!

The room's a decenGwen's that Dickonlearning time for this. SR, & B 200
size and, very sensiblywould like back. | can butBoth sets were gettingg]
is downstairs. There'sask around club. Timeon remarkably well by
even a whiteboard ando wander off mutteringthe time we finished.
markers! Saw the registeabout ‘'rods for ownReally glad that Mtk
0 about 50/50 men andacks',| was only trying stayed to help. Apart
women. Arranged for to help someone out' etdrom the extra pair of
a place to leave somé&Vrite to you later, eyes it really seemed tc ‘
sticks from week toafter lesson 1! help everyone catch oo keep interest up |
week so | won't havewell! That went that little bit quicker continue to develop the
to worry about gettingamazingly well. 12 ofwhen we stood in the sefiance, introducing a
them there and back. the 13 turned up, withwhen doing the sticking.figure at a time,

guess this shows thabne unable to make iGary, of course, was hisandwiching it between
there's no such thing atonight. We've got 6usual rocksolid self on half a chorus. Each team
bad publicity. Deborahmen and 13 womenthe musical side. All inhas a couple of attguts

handed me a note referringmazingly enough theyall a succesful evening, before letting the others
to a telephonecall she'd mostly responded to thédut | must remember tcthave a go. After each
received. An eldrly lady smaller piece in the pressee if | can get anythingeam's had their turn we
had obviously seen somé&he one | haven't seenjone about the roomintroduce the next figure,
of the publicity and got inno-one had even seen theemperature far too hot. puilding  things  up

touch to see if Jockeyull-page feature. Started hursday 28" gradually until, by the

could give her contacwith a very brief Ten to seven and I'veend of the evening,
details for Gwen Johnsonchat about Morris andgot two Jockey helpershey've pretty much done
the woman that startedjuickly ran through theand no class! Aren't thethe whole dance in one
the club in 1949. Shentended programme. Bycoming again? Did | putgo. As they concentrate
has an autograph book dhe time I'd finished wethem off with the promise on other things Iswear

Gwen's that she'd like tdhad enough Jockey mefthreat) of prompt starts? even the stepping benefits
return. It would be niceto run through a quick when they forget about it.
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End of the night and
again, we're just aboL
where | planned to be
We've got a whole danc
learned. Not  perfect
but not bad for a dozel
complete beginners in tw
sessions. Il introduce

‘Banks of the Lee'
next week, that shoulc
immediately double the
repertoire.  Before  the
class left | distributed
handouts listing the

figures of the dances we'r
doing. Should dc as
a reminder for next week.

Another successful week
I'm feeling proud of the
class, the guys helping m
and myself. This seem
to be working. Even
had a couple of earl
gueries about local clubs
Friday 29" Had a call
from Deborah. It seem:
some of the other classe
were complaining abou
the noise from our class
I'm a bit narked that ro
one could be bothered to

come around and ask if
could do something abc
it, rather than sneakintp
officialdom behind m
back. Next week we
keep the internal doc
closed and hope fa
will move the air enouc

to keep temperatur
down. There's not mu
else we can d

Thursday 5" October
Down to just eight thi
week. | knew abol
three in  advance,

was told about the tv
others tonight. Coup
of advantages - fewel
people to keep an e
on and the fixed mal
female sets of the Ile
couple of weeks a
automatically broken u
Recap time. Takes

while for the cast to g
sored but, after a fe
false starts, we mana
to get a couple
passable performances
Beaux in. It all works <
much better when Bria
myself or both of v
dance in the set. It see
to instil more confidenc
and direction in th
dancers. Must try rad dc
that more, but still leay
opportunities to stand c
and observe. Half an hc
in and time for a chanc
Next dance 0 one
“discovered' by Rc
Yarnell. A stick dance, |
the Badby style that v
call  'Banks of th
Lee' (after Birmingham
mighty watecourse, oL
answer to The Tham
etc). Quite a few oth
sides dance it as 'Bla
Joke'. Same figures [
different chorus and

half hey between each

figure. Will they cope?l work on the double ca:s
might need to take Back into your startin
labels marked 'Left' and positions and let's ti
"Right' to tie onto wrists again. The set manag
If one dancer gets theirto get throgh the
stick going in the wrong dance without too mar
direction it's bad enough, problems- they certainly
but when two or three... seemed to impress thc
time for Brian and me who were missing; n
to step into the set. too many laughs as thin
Again the influence of went a little off track
experience appears to beNext upd the absentes
working its magicd until to demonstrate  wh
they have a go alone!they remember. At lea
We persgere. By the it's given the other s
end of the evening andsomethig to chuckle
with me in at number one at in return. In fairnes
we're actually getting not too bad, but a lot
through the dances quitepractice still requirec
well. Stepping's falling Take stock. We've got
apart but everyone few that are nearly ther
iS more or less in the some whose position
correct positions at the play is fair, but footworl
right times and having is definitely ropey an

an experienced dancerthe rest.. A lot of it
leading seems to have going to be dwn to
cured the worst of confidence and relaxin
the mass arrhythmia. How to get there
Looks like there's a At the start | promise
potential three recruits them that by week
for Jockey. Three of I'd teach them a dan

the chaps joined us forto shut the smartar
a drink afterwards and go on then, show us
seem quite keen. Mustmorris dance' crowd u
try and keep it that way. Jig time! We're goin
Time for bed. | hope for  Shepherd's He
there's no m@ phone Headington. By a curia
calls about noise coincidence | happe
tomorrow. I've done what | to have chosen the ve
can to limit it. jig that Mick, tonight'
Thursday 12" helper, is going to &
A whole week gone anddoing to dance in at tt
no phone callsd looks club feast on Saturday.
like the 'noise factor' is quick demo and they ¢
sorted. Full turnout this look a bit shelishocked
week, all thirteen! | guessmust be the sing
the obvious starting point Steps being introduce
is to get the folks who Come on, everyte
were here last weekcan have a go at this
to show what they've the same time, form
learned. Six people whocircle and watch Mic
were here up for 'Banks'.and myself. Pretty soc
We obviously need to they've got to a point
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where | can step outnd centre on SaturdayOur how difficult it can be to a prettygood fist of it. In
walk around observingboys turned up to watchake figures that you'vehe pub afterwards the
individuals and giveand got dragged into théeen dancing for yearghaps tell me that they
personal coaching. proceedingsd a simple and try to break themdefinitely want to join the
Seems to work okay. Byborder dance. Apparentlylown for explanation.club. | also discover their
the tea break everyone ihey did okay - to Demonstrating the ages and am delighted to
dancing a (slightly slightly varying degreesback to back slowly Ifind that, at the tender
cutdown) passable Thursday 19" Bit of a became convinced thahge of just 48, Roger
version of the dancedepleted clas$® illness, Brian and | were doingis a candidate for the
Some more revision of théabysitter letdowns andit  differently.  When Jockey Youth Team!
earlier dances after tea, work-related matters! we danced it at normalOn a personal note it
little more Shepherd'sProbably just aswell - speed we were assuredas very gratifying to
Hey and they're prettytonight's dance is quiteahere was no differencehave Fiddler, our now
much all starting todifferent, and I've onlyJust to prove we all learrex-squire, and another
look like dancers atgot Brian helping untilin different ways member, Malcolm, tell
least some of the time.about half eight. Time forand have differentme what a good job I've
As each lesson goes ojust a brief recap. One sgbreferences some oflone and how well it
it is becoming easier tceach for Banks of the Legahose whal been a bitappears to be going. Must
spot and try to ironand Beaux and everyoneveaker previously werebe doing alright, then!
out individual details up for Shepherd's Hey. Anuch better at picking upHalf term next week!
- relax shoulders herebit of a false start in onesome of tonight's danceThursday 2" November
sort stepping out there.of the Badby dancebut Hopefully reassuring Oh dear! Half term may
Afterwards Bill, Roger it's certainly coming on.for those who'venot be such a good idea.
and Jim join us inDancing and calling in thestruggled a bit up to nowThey've forgotten how to
The White Horse for aset it's difficult tokeep an Despite myreservations, doublestep and they're
little apresmorris. eye on the stepping, buand probably helped bycompletely off the beat.
They definitely want tothe figures and chorusethe reduced numbersSix sticks striking the
come along to clublare not too far off.we did manage to gefloor as & six sticks.
Sunday 18" Jockey, Brackleyd was through  the  weole Timings completely shot.
Civilians caught this a good choiceZance. Again | can got looks like tonight's
dancing with Jockey As ever the majorto the pub feeling verylesson plan is going
on annual tour shock!  problem is trying tosatisfied with progressout of the window.
demonstrate wit a team Friday 20" 'Hands up those who've

o gg > g-g . l ¥ Jockey practice nightPractised their stepping
- ., - =, i and, as promised, wéver the last fortnight.
e W have three new attendeedS | suspected, none.
& Bill, Jim and Roger First half hour recapping
have come along. Howthe Badby dances and
about a go at Banks ofime for Shepherd's Hey.
4 the Lee? Time for meAfter the previous dances
to have my last few I'm not expectingmuch,
week's work reviewedbut theyre fine. Dancing
by a critical audience!in two groups of siXd far
Jim can't take patiecause€ss work to do to iron
he's had a minor op an@Ut individual wrinkles.
part way through Jim pullsVe're just about to move
a muscle, but Roger doe@n and Fiddler turns up!
sterling work and we Just to show him how
L come out of a couple ofve're progressing | get
The trio are obviouslyOf & men do with just 2., . o+ it ynscathedthem all doing Shepherd's
keen. I'd announced oS usual, though, we findagq . b isiness Roger hasley again. A little more
Thursday that Jockey? Way and soon we're IntQ, goat The Upton Stickragged with all of them
would be touring the citythe dance. It's amazing,, ..o and makes up, but thats as much




down to reduced personahis kind of scenario youeveryone to comment ordefinitely more into
space as anything else. Aeally need an instructortheir opposite numberspolishing performances
quick break, and half thanusician and half a set oAlthough some werethan stepby-step
lesson gone, and it's bacldlecent dancers (or a sehore reluctant thaninstruction.They're

to what we should beof half-decent dancers)others to appear to bewot far off dancing out
doing 0 finishing Again we strugglecriticising it was pretty standard in the right set.
Jockey, Brackley. Onlythrough Decision successfuld they were Thursday 23¢

half of the students heréime. | reexplained my managing to pick up onJust Gary and me tonight,
tonight were present lasbbjective for the coursethings I'd spotted, andboth Brian and Mik are
time. We agree thatd to give ataste of morrisone or two I'd missed aworking. At the end of
in all fairness, we'llfor beginners so thawell. Must keep thatlast week | asked the
concentrate on them fothey could feel relativelytechnique in the toolbox.class to think about which
the rest of the lesson. It'somfortable in the earlyHalfway through the of the dances they would
not without its hiccups,days of joining a club. Iclass we had a visitmost like to work on. We
but with around halfthen offered the class thérom local ladies' side,have a quick vote and the
an hour left, breakingopportunity tochange the Glorishears. This gavesurprising number one is
the dance into two halvesest of the programthe chance to see anothétighland Mary, second
based on the twod consolidate the danceperspective on morrischoice beindBanksof the
choruses, we get therewe've done alread§ so and the opportunity forLee. Unfortunately it's
As there's time left andhree more weeks goingome of 'my' ladies, thaoff to another bad start as
the side up are lookingover the same materialmight want to take theiragain their memories
a little weary | decide toor carry on and 'learn' thelancing further, to makeevade them. Dancing
test the others' powers obst three dances omontact with a club. Asin front of the set that
observation and see howhe original programmewe had an audience wenost wanted to do the

far we can get with themGood old British performed Shepherd'slance we eventually
We just about finished itcompromise! We're Hey 8 only one personmanaged to start getting
within the lesson, justdoing one more newgot it wrong (but | had somewhere again.
too late for me to get theone, then consolidationhad a stressful day!)lf anything Banks was
first group back up to runHighland Mary, Considering how badeven worse to start off
the whole dance. They'lBampton? Harder things looked last weekwith, stick  clashing
just have to start the nexghan it looks! we managed to do prettyall over the shop, and
lesson with a demo!Thursday 16" well  with  Highland rarely together. N@ne

Sold three Jockey CDsviuch, much better.Mary. It was looking seems able to put the tune
tonight 8 another few | |eft feeling quite quite reasonable byand dance together.
quid in the club Kitty. refreshed. | decided I'dhe end of the lesson. O think that should | run
Thursday 9" try a different approachthe way to the pubanother clasd'll get the
Well, the good news isqg try and get everyoneafterwards | was quitemusic, sticking and calls
| sold another couple otp focus a bit more onrelieved to find that bothrecorded in advance and
Jockey CDs. The badjetaild somebody else'sGary and Brian haddistribute it to the class on
news is the class was called for a set and theenjoyed the evening andCDs so that they can listen
even worse than lastix women got up. | thenthat they also thoughtand or pradte at home.
week. There really seemgsked them to pair up wittthings were back on the upSomeone mentioned
to be no inherent sense @ne of the men. Tonight'$-riday 17th doing morris to the
rhythm in them. Figurestask & to observe yourHad another chance tddokey Cokey. Following
and sticking were allpartner and commentvork at Jockey with thethat line of thought |
over the shop. Againon their performance ashree new guys from thedecided it might be worth
things improved with thewe develop the danceclass and two of our lesstrying a processional. In
calming influence of anThis new  approachexperienced membersan attempt to involve
experienced dancer beingorked a treat. | tookWe ran through the twoeveryone and get them
introduced. The lessoreach set through HighlandBadby / Badbystyle to do some more on
I'm learning here is thatviary a figure at a time.dances I've been doingheir Bampton | went for
to teach this number ofafter they'd had a coupleon a Thursday. Havéo Bonny Green. Notthe
people from scratch inof attempts | asked say it went pretty well, easiest dance to visualise



when done as a solo jigmore practical approachset. For a first attempt sh&v/e spent the last 45
To be fair, they wereSomething to bear in mindlid extremely well. Bef@ minutes or so imbducing
getting the hang of it byfor the future, though.she went | got Deborah t@ couple of simple border

the end of the evening?l'hursdayaoh present some  tokemances (well, it is the.
| handed out someThey think it's all attendance certificate©riginal Welsh Border
questionnaires about thever. It is now! I'd knocked up & that practice on Saturday!).

course tonight. Needles§Vhat a finish. | invited seemed to go down wellSo that's it, all done.

to say | was little nervous Deborah, the gardensAll of the Jockey guysThursdays will seem odd
about what might comeeducational officer alongwho'd supported me sdrom now on. It's been

back. I'm gobsmackedo view the last sessionmagnificently over thehard work and at times it
by the response to datd. have to be honest andast 11 weeks were ablevas hard to see progress
Everyone has really say that the class did mé& turn up, includingbeing made. On the
enjoyed it @ ‘brilliant'’ proud. We ran throughFiddler. I thanked weeks wha it appeared

some said. The onlymost of the dances anthem pblicly and was we were going backwards
negative quotes have bedhey were better tharheartened that theyt was quite depressing.
about having periods othey'd ever been. Onlyreceived very enthusiasti®Would | do it again?

sitting around. | can't sayhe occasional lapses buthanks from the classMost definitely. The

I'm too worried aboutmost importantly, theyThere followed a surprisechallenge and rewards
that & environment andwere able to recover andor me. Fiddler presentechave been well worth the
number of instructors andarry on! Progressideed. me with a bottle of singleeffort. What's really good

pupils meant thatl got everyone up andmalt for taking the classs that everyone else
there wasn't really agpulled Deborah into theond greatly appreciated.seems to feel th??Ed]

Mendip Celebrating at theRing Meetingo

Celebrating 400th Anniversary of The Cotswold Dover Games

To celebrate the 400thin place alongside Thaxtedand now held every July. Thighis was the Amateur Athletics
anniversary of the Cotswold (1st3rd June) and Hartley'sis the model for the modemClub, later to become the
Olympics or Dover Games, 60th Amiversary Meeting French revival games of whichAmateur Athletics Association,
Chipping Campden, IImington (possibly 27th29th July to London 2012 will be the thirdthis country's ruling athletics
and Shakespeare will becoincide with the opening of held in the capital after 1908body. See www.wenlock
combining forces to organise thethe London Olympics). A large and  1948. In 1865 Pennyolympiansociety.org.uk Any
Chipping Campden Cotswold Joint Morris  Organisations Brookes tle founder of the West Midlands, Shropshire,
Olympic Ring Meeting on the Showcase Event is alsoWenlock Games ctunded Worcestershire, Herefordshire
25th to 27th May 2012.his will  planned for London. the National Olympian and  Warwickshire sides
be the start of a week longlt would be good to haveAssociation in Liverpool as ainterested in putting such a
celebration culminating in thea Border Olympics Ring sport's association for amateuRing Meeting together please
400th anniversary of the DoverMeeting based on Muchathletes. Their first festival heldget in touch with the Squire,
Games itself on nearby DoverWenlock, Shopshire and their at Crystal Palace, London, the o

Hill. This will be the first of the Wenlock Olympic Games firstfollowing year attracted 10,000"2UIReece. mazre@tiscali.co.uk
Olympic Ring Meetings now performed in October 1850spectators and the response to




