Edited for the Morris Ring by Eddie Dunmore
118 Edgecoombe, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 8AD

Trafalgar Square,
Sunday November 2nd 2003

M y photograph shows Horwich Prijefreshened, and turned the fountains into
Medal dancing to an almost capac|tyrorizontal rain for anyone within rang&he
crowd, under initially adverse weather egnevent featured teams from all three national
ditions, early in the Trafalgar Square basharganisations, & dancers of all abilities & styles.
Despite this unpromising start to the dgyThe cosensus that | was able to gather indicated a
dancing went on until late afternoon, kyhoroughly enjoyable event, & some enthusiasm for
which time thebright sunshine was daz a repeat performance. More pictures & a mary
zling: the downside was that the wind had can be found on page 3.




UTUMN and winter a

..quiet time for morris?!
Whoever said that was mis
taken.
October included the Rutlan
Feast weekend with me as
North Wood man, touring
part of England | knew ver
little about. | also joineq
Bedford at their Day of Dancg
both veryenjoyable weekends,
November began with the TFr
falgar Square display of morr,
dance, bringing together me
bers of the three morr

h

great success, and there
plans to hold a similar event
Newcastle on Saint Georgg
Day 2005. | was then at th
Whitchurch Feast, sharing t
odd malt whiskey with Mik
Chandler.
with the Headington Quarr

Feast, where it was good to de
Nibs Matthews, a little shaky an
his feet, but otherwise as bright

as ever. The follwing weekend
| joined Chalice and HQMD

Eynsham for a Day of Dange

shared with a fireater wh

d dance' at Headington, organi

2l
y

31
s
n
S
organisations. The day was|a
ar

n>. .
\this at least once; if you nev k

[¢)

The month finishgd

liked to relax on a bed of nails
was rather concerned when
asked my wife to assist hi
with the firebrands whil
standing under the
overhang ofa thatched cottag
The day ended with a 'ba
y  Will

Partridge, whic

included 55 minutes of rant

step. On Neember 5th | joine
the NorthWest Procession
. Lewes Bonfire Night ceremon

" Boxing Day saw me as Fath b

Christmas in the Steynin
Steyning, then Apple Howling
Bolney in the New Year. Janu
means the Jigs #$tructional
eekend,

leaver. | urge you all to atte

dance a jigout, you will learn
egre
The New Year also sees t
Stafford, Winchester
Leicester Feasts. Winches

January (which they normal
translate as the first weekemd

| February). They also put out t

living memory. Then fol

roof

Tipteers Play at the White Hor er

organised by Ber

at deal about morris dange

an|

é';\ctually had theirs on the Igs
weekend on the last weekend|q

hottest bowls of chilli peppers in

lowed the Leicester curry andn organising music weekends,
the Kennett chilli; gentlemen, |tFools & Animals gatherings
takes practice! The DevilByke | and instructionals.
Feast was the first | haJe Since the ARM, | have joined
attended where there were BRavensbourne for their Feast. |
dances performed; the fingsam also due to be in Warminster
aerobic class | have ever seen! for a joint meeting of the morris
In March we had the ARM, organisations. John Broom and |
hosted by Mossley and Saddleare sill in contact with the
worth (running the bar). BopDCMS and Lord Redesdale,-re
Cross (Chalice) and Paul Regogarding the Guidelines for the
(Thaxted) were theandidates if PEL. The Licensing Bill was
hlthe election of the new Squire pgiven the Royal Assent on July
e Morris Ring. Bob was 10th, but cannot be enacted until
elected (my congratulationsthe Statutory Guidance has been
Bob); | hope that Paul will standapproved. We are aware that
again and be successful. Theome authorities amrawing up
‘Morris Ring will be in good their own guidelines (e.g.
ands all the time we have pgoBrighton, Lewes and
le like Bob and Paul willing t¢ Canterbury).
give their time to be Squiré There cannot be any enforce
my thanks to you both. ment of these guidelines until
At the Meeting, Eddie Dun| Parliament gives approval, but it
more announced that the news worthwhile checking with
"Ring Brochure is ready fdryour own local authority to see
rinting. He, Sean Goddardvhat they are doing. Make them
(Chanctonbury) and Davigaware of what a morris perfor
hompson (Ripley) have allmance consists of. Contact me if
Worked hard to put this td you have any queries.
ether. Thanksre also due t¢ This summer | shall be ‘danc
ast Squire Barry Care aB&g | ing out', and Bob will dance in. |
CF\an John Frearson for thgiwish Bob the very best, and look
nput. We hope that the brg forward to being just one of the

hure will be available at the'lads' in Chanctonbury Ring,
Dolphin Ring Meeting. doing whathe Squire says.
"Guests at the ARM included | have to give thanks to the-of
epresentatives from theficers (especially John F and
EFDSS, Open Morris and theBFB), and sides, for their guid
orris Federation.  Trefof ance and support during my two
wen, the new President of MFyears of office; to be Squire was a
Set a precedent by being the fifgirivilege and an honour
officer from another organisa Have a very good season of
éion to stay for the whol¢dance, and | hope your mgre
weekend. We discussed the- fuull!
Wassail!
Cliff.

ture of the morris, and how we
can continue to wdr together|

Greetings from the Squire Elect

ELLO everyone. | did

think that after the
ARM things would sort of gg¢
back to normal- it seems |
was wrong! | would like td
thank all the clubs thavoted
for me and especiall
Winchester Morris Men fo
supporting me. Can | als
thank everyone as well wh
has telephoned, emailed a
written with words of con
gratulations and
encouragement. | would @l
like to acknowledge Mossle
and Saddleworth for the
excellent organisation of th

ARM and the more
warm welcome that
gave everyone. | consid

myself very lucky to hav
been accepted as Squire

Vmake mention of Rd Reec
from Thaxted Morris Men-

pecame a candidate and
hgave come to enjoy his co

ng season and already my di

the Morris Ring but | mus

gve only really met when h

pany and respect his views.

Soon we will be into a new dan

thapevents around the country aphthe great joy for me in being a
thelymeeting as many of you as pegsinorris man.

ble. Obviously | realise that

there are many dancers and-min finishing, | must mention the
dficians | have yet to meet and Chalice Morris Men for their
apologise in advance if | gesupport during the last couple of
your name wrong please put mgyears when my head has been
right at the time. | d look|"above the parapet" and for
orward to dancing in dttheir never ending jokes at my
Abbotts Bromley in July butexpense! | wish you all the best
more than anything | look ferof luck in your endeavours
ward to "doing my bit" for the (whatever they are) and look
Morris Ring. In our morrig forward to hearing news and-es
clubs we find fellowship, beg pecially look forward to being
Mnging, a sense of purpose grable to support you where and

is pretty full and | sincerely lookfriends who are there for you jiwhen | can.

r ; .
dorward to atteding variou

Good luck.
Bob Cross, Squire Elect

times of sdness- this is part o
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Anearly view of damp Pigsty

Public

Entertainment
2nd November 2003

Westminster MM on home territory Yateley MM making a splast
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The weather was so un
promising that | wore full
waterproofs for the jour ney
into central London The
heavens opened as w,
walked into the Square, an
for too long there were
stair-rods of wintry rain The

Square was alread3
crowded, with most of th
public sheltering in The por

Red Leicester Orchestra

Boojum in mid-somersault

Hammersmith MM

worthwhile. Squire Cliff tried to

seep everyone on schedule by
waving his clipboard, conced

ing gracefully to the cheerful

ararchy of Theoccasion.

and in the lee of the fountainsA thoroughly enjoyable day.

.tico of the National Gallery,the rain was now horizontal.
but some brave souls (netaThere were old friends to gregt,

Eddie Dunmore.

bly Hammersmith) ignoredand new ones to be introduded

the downpour and danced.| to. The dancing was, as always,
e Luckily the weather improvedof variable quality, but enou
cthrough the day, in that the raifvas good enough to make

h
é’he

stopped and the sun came Outhole experience thoroughly
However, the wind freshened,

Knots in May, & the sun did shinle
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The Three Morris Organisations
Trafalgar Square, November 2003

I T was approximately twq
years ago when wdirst
learned of the impending er
actment of the Publi
Entertainment License Ad
2003. The ramifications o
this were going to annihilat
the music and entertairn
ment industry as it has stod
in this country for caturies.
Initially the advice was tg
write to our MPs, sign peti
tions and generally kick u
as much fuss as possibl
This was all very good at th
time but, in real terms, wad
going to get us absolutely n

v

Bridgwater area. After a mutugaldecided to organise the 'Thrge The Square hosted five sepa
session of ear'ole bending it wa®rganisations' massed displpgate dance spots that were kept
agreed thathe three organisg of Morris Dance in Trafalgarfully occupied by 51 Morris
ctions would organise a displaySquare. Then the nightmafsides (MF= 25, MR=15,
tof Morris Dancing in Parlia| started: more meetings with th@©M=11) from all of the three
fment Square in the very neprondon authorities. Also to beMorris Organisations. Yes all
efuture. On Monday 16th Junesorted was the public liabilitythree organisations. This was
the  Morris  Organisations'insurance, stewards, a publianother ‘first' for 2003. Then
dscratch team was assembbattl | announcement system, first githe word was circulated that-ev
ready to perform on the Greenprovision, performance licencesryone would gather on the
At that event, the PEL Adtetc, etc, etc. During this timesteps at 1.00pm for a group pho
Green Paper was welheeled| the clock was ticking away withtograph. After a bit ofockeying
pinto the turf dancing area (s¢@nly eight weeks to go. All walsfor a prime spot, the flash bulbs
Circular 44, P 16). This was dligoing well until four days beforewent into rapid mode and the
ery high profile with plenty of “T' Day. We still did not have pmoment was captured for eter
smedia and the House of Cemsingle performance permit fonity. After a few appropriate
pbmons 'Great and Good' lookingur name. Without this, {twords from Lord Redesdale, the

where.

For some time, the heads
the three Matis organisationg
have been meeting annually
discuss and coordinate vario
joint projects. It was at one (¢

oflay was nicely wrapped up wi
a beer on the Comons

tderrace...a perfect end to a p

ugect day.

f The DCMS meetings contir

these meetings, in Johrued untl the 8th June when,
Frearson's (Morris Ring Bag last, the following was added
man) living room, that we the Bill prior to it being passe

realised that we would have dy the House of Commons (¢
pull together on this one. Wethat same day:the provision of
would need a principle cai#r| entertainment or eartainment fa
paign coordinator; the silengeilities is not to be regarded
was deafening! It was then prpprovision of regulated entertair
posed that John Bacon would penent for the purposes of this Act
our man. A short time later Hethe extent that it consists of the |
agreed to this appointment byision of (a) a performance
virtue of the fact that he was theévlorris dancing or any dancing of
one that displayed least res|ssimilar nature or the performance
tance. John imediately set t@ unamplified, live music as ante-
work to involve the EFDSS andgral part of such a performance,
the Musician's Union in a cen (b) facilities for enabling persons
solidated frontal attack optake part in entertainment of a-d
Westminster...we started Scription falling within paragraptj
three, and then we were five. | (a)"
The 2nd April 2003 saw the EUREKA! This was a ‘first" i
first of several meetings bg¢the history of all three Morri
tween the five organisations an®rganisations. The united fro
the Department of Culture, Mg had succeeded in influenci
dia & Sport (DCMS) in the the bureaucratic legislative m
House of Commons Offices. Asxchinery of our Parliamen
a result of John and CliffsUnfortunately our phenomen
monthly meetings, it becamnesuccess is not yet complete d
obvious that the entire DCMBto the remaiimg problems with
personnel were in serious nepdarious forms of live music an
of some basic education regafdhe amplification of perfer
ing our cultural history,dlklore [ mances. It was the existence
and traditions. these remaining anomalies th
Over on the West coast, Wastaused the Musicians Union a

gdorming everyone that a
systems wer&QO!
to Sunday, 2nd of Novembeg

hand not a lot happening in t
Square. With only days to g
eICliff made a few frantic tele)
phone calls and returned tbe

abn a few dors. At the end of th
aay a very happy Squire

dturned home to Brighton wit
nhe required documentatio
This was immediately followe
by the pleasurable task of-i

ralawned wet and wiy ... AND
DiT WAS PERSISTING At
29.00am | was sitting in the car
pthe foot ofNelson's Column an
turned to my cepilot for the
biday, Mr John Crowther, sayin
d'lt's not going to happen yo
eknow." Then the Square beg
to fill with Morris people. Most
came prepared and presented
wondrous display of multol-
soured umbrellas.
htime that | decided that th
dMorris Shop was staying war
pand dry in the back of the cg
.The PA man thought the san
plabout his expensive equipme
ugleven o'clock sa the first
dance being performed K
dHammersmith (Aqua) Morri
Men. Soon after, regardless
dhe conditions, others followe
and the show was on. Midhy
hdaw the bulk of the performe

Somerset Morris Men were olEFDSS to part company wi
and about when they managed

to hijack Mr lan | again.
Lidell-Granger, their Member In order to both aakowledge| the day.
of Parliament  for  the and publicise our success it was

this task force. We are thredo put in an appearance and-f

harriving. The sun also decidg

tunatdy remained for the rest g

It was at thi

on, just what we needed. Thevould be red faces all aroundiancing continued into the -af

gernoon.

D, The revelry (not the rain) per
sisted until the prarranged

home time of 4.00 o'clock. It can

Trafalgar Square Offices to bangnly be said that the atmosphere

eduring the entire event was eu
(gphoric. As the departures and
hfarewells commenced, cries of
N"We must all do this again,”
Hcould be heard from all direc
ntions.

| Thankfully, this year has seen
the beginning of the three Mor
tlris  Organisations  working
together akr many years of di
vision. None of us can afford to
ahllow any degree of obstruction
Hto this advancing momentum.
No one is advocating any form
Jof amalgamation, or hidden
Uagenda, between the big three
B@rganisations. It has always
been mutually acknowledged
that we each have our own ways
and traditions, and long may
IShese continue. But in many
ethings, there is nothing to be
Nost in the three of us working
rtogether for the future and fur
Neéherance of the Morris.

Nt. Heartiest congratulations to
John Bacon (MF), ff
YWarchant (MR) and Chris Hall
5(OM), for making all of the

O0hbove happen.
d

s
2d
Dr

—

Stephen Adamson BFB

Treasurer, the Morris Ring
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On a cold and frosty night
when the fire burns bright,
you can sittith in your old arm

chair.
S O runs the old song, and
that's what 15

Chanctonbury Ring Morrig
Men and over 75 members ¢
the public should have beeg
doing on Saturday 3 Januar

except they weren't. Instead, |4

they were all at Old Mill
Farm, Bohey, wearing wel
lies and cold weather clothe
performing the custom o

Apple Howling.

Apple Howling is an ancie
and most curious custom an
well documented

The earliest referenda Susse

dates from 5 January 1656,
when Giles Moore, the Rector |0

Horsted Keynes records ihis
diary that the Howling Bo
came and he gave them

throughopt
the cider growing areas of Eng
land, from Kent to Hereford. }

songs would be sung, toast |or And our pockets full too!
buns would be placed in the tree Hurrah!
and cider poured over the trupk Cider was then poured over
or roots and a great noise mddge trunk of the tree, and a spicy
(usually accompanied Wvassail cake placed in a bough,
shotguns). All this helps to in so that robins and other birds
prove the apple crop. may have food and drink during
The Chanctonbury Ring Mer the cold winter.
ris Men first performed this Another chant:
ancient ceremony in Janugry Stand fast root. Bear well tip.
1967 at Tendring, Magham God send us a howling crop.
Down in East Sussex, followed  Every twig, apples big!
by a ceilich in the New Hall Every bough, apples enow!
The compare for that evening Hurrah!
was Harry Mousdell. To encourage growth for the
In 1977, the ceremony wadorthcoming season, a number
again revived, this time neargof young volunteers came for
to Chanctonbury Ring.ward, and with twigs and sticks
Furner's Farm at Henfield wagave the trunk of the tree a good
used, and in recent years it Haghacking.
been held at Old Mill Farm, Doug announced the Wassail
Bolney. Song, ad Paul Setford led the
We all met at the Farm atChanctonbury Ring Choir' into
18.00. Lit flaming torches, arcdhe well known song:
then proceeded down the lang to Wassail and Wassalil
the Apple Orchard and syr All over the town.
rounded the oldest, mature tree. Our cup it is white
The same tree is used each year, And our ale it is brown...
this year apples are still on the Chanctonbury Ring Morris
tree so a 'proper job' was peMen performed some morris
formed last year! dances, including Constant
Doug Parrott, the MC for theBilly and the Chistmas Dance.
evening led us in the traditional A gunshot was fired, and the
chant: whole crowd erupted into a
Here's to thee old apple treeHullabalood traditionally any
May'st thou bud. | thing that made a noise was
May'st thou bough. | used: football rattles, pots and
Hats full! Caps full! pans, and even blowing down a
Bushel bushel bags full| piece of gas pipe! Today, it is
Sacks fulll Barns fulll | much more civilised: drums,

pence. Historically, groups
men (or boys) would assem
al

in the orchard: chants

S

t
is

ix
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whistles and tambourines bein@long with more dances frgrbe the plural of enough. Either

used. Another gunshot. All w.
quiet.

she Chanctonbury Ring Morrisvay, Apple Howling increases
Men. the crop!

Three cheers were given fpilLater in the evening, all w.
the Apple Orchard, and anotherounded off by more drinking an

for the farmer, Mr Stevens,
the hope that we may retu
next year.

All retired back to the farm,
cition of the words even now =

where spicy wassail cake and
der (or apple juice for the driverg
was provided for all,

nmusic

at the Oak,
nwWineham.
Note. The word enowin this

context may be a local corrup

Royal

Ne'now, which becamenowto
rhyme with bough. Or it could

Debonair, Fit...?" Yes;

know; all in my dreams! ¢
who am 1? Well, Trefor
Owen, and as of January .
this year, the ng Presider
of the Morris Federatio
Currently | dance with tt
Seven Champions Mo
Dancers, Boojum Rapp

The Morris Dancers

| savthe mortis dancers
Upon the village green,
The fiddler a tune was playi
In time with a tambourine.
Their bells were merrily ring
As they danced to a rhythmic
Their hankies gaily waving
As they clapped and stampec
feet
They looked soqalemsd joyful
As | watched them with delig
Turning to their partners,
First to left, then right.

For moment | then pondere
As | surveyed this scene suh
Twas as if I'd somehow man
To turn back the hands of tin

Away from violence and w3

Fronctrowds that demonstra

To a world where folk once fg
cause
To sing and celebrate.

Mr Fox and the Flag a
Bone Gang! And in my spe
time....
My background in Dance b
gan when | was at Collegi:
My daydreams then were shptteliegihd went down to the loc
The music went quite degdplk club and got to know Gre:
ngThese sounds so sweet werg Gaajeneiorris and Sword
by they were. Much as | would lil
ng An aircraft ohead. to blame it al
bedtturned to wander down thg lafmund | had been exposed
Where the river peacefully fdyrris as a child when my ps
| thBirt my thoughts were so disfrestsirigok me to visit my uncle
At the "progress" made by m@horley and we watched so
Betty TAYLOR [ Carnival morris. So it was in t
recesses of my memory all

Tony Foxworthy thought | (an jtime. After moving back to_Lix
by extension, my readers), migi@Pool, | became involved in t
be interested in this srppt lifted] révival of Horwich Prize Med.
drom The pages oThis England Morris, and indeed | four
liwenter 2003 edition). He al§$OMe newspaper cuttings ir
agrtitioned that a broadst of POox the otler day with a phot
NBBC2's Top of The Pops h Ho_m 1976... yes those were
rihcluded a"pop versionof sorpBairstyles thenl!
tevelknown classisaces, and te S0 why did | stand for
uridtares they used included {H@residency? The Power?
Helston Furry Dance a udos? The Self Gratification’
Bampton Morris' ,inky WellgHopefully none of these,
playing and dancing a jig" possibly a deeply held passion

ED | Traditional Dance.

ht,

Sean Goddard,
Chanctonbury Ring MM

An Introduction for the
Morris Ring:

SO what do | say? "Youn

Maybe | want © put some
thing back in for all the fun the
Dance has given me over tt
years. Certainly | want to sug
port the Dance in anyway | car
| am deeply committed to Star
dards and Quality of
Performance, and will do all
can to further these attributes
teams.

Do | wish the Ring, Oper
Morris and the Federation to k
closer together? Well there ha
been issues that affect all of us
dancers and we must present
united front to these matters «
we will be subsumed into th
mire and forgotten. Just think ¢
the consequences if we had r
all worked together over the ne
Licensing virago??

So yes, all the Dance Orgamn
tions must work together
issues of mutual interest but |
accept that variety is the spice
life and everyone has an eq
right to hdd any view regardin
the Dance. | do not intend
push any view of mine on ar
one else, but | do hold strong
to my own perceptions of hc
we must progress to survive!

As the President of the Fede
ation | have been invited to th
ARM in Mossley in Mach and
greatly look forward to meeting
many of you there, old friends i
many cases and maybe sor
new?

Cheers!

Spring 2004
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50th Anniversary Weekend

26-28 September 2003

O celebrate our 50th Ar

niversary, White Rose
hosted a weekend of danci
and entertainment
Bradley Wood (West York
shire scout camp site)
Huddersfield. A total of 23
sides attended including
number from the Morrig
Ring: Leeds, Rutland|,
Northampton, Isca, Hex
ham, Devil's Dyke, Eas
Suffolk, Britannia Coconu
Dancers, Ripley and Whit
Rose.
Other sides present wer
Kirtlington, Redbornstoke|,

Al

Dog Rose, Crook, Rivington,
bside and moorland and danc

Queen's Oak, Mortimers S

h

rlour

tceilidh!).
bnight under canvas for most

paround 280 dancers and nmu

geant
Hexhamshire

ersephone and RykmylRab | 3-course meal,
le. And one representative eacheld featuring
from Woodside,
very own

our

Ring Tr bellion caller

(with

Their
(including

splendid
proper
a ceilidh wagporridge and treacle) will be
musicigntalked about for many a long
Boar's HeddNick and his band, English Rgyear! Interestingly, Mors mu
Sheila sic and dancing workshops are

Musgrave's| for bemused but appreciatiyéarrels of real ale and cider were
Lasses| onlookers on a lovely, warmu | polished off).
Buttercross Belles, Shrewsbunytumn day. In the evening, after| dreakfasts

surer, Steve) and Peterborougklainwaring) with show dang being organised for early next

driving all the way up from th
Soke after their day of dance
arriving in time for our evenin

Rose during an
dongratulations

to all

On Saturdayd after a bracin

us - 6 coach tours carryin
L1953 items).

cians travelled throughout the Special thanks must gto our
surrounding  towns,

Awell done to John Crickey fdring by White Ros and Dog year at the same venue follow
intermissioning an enthusiastic request for
whptuition from the scouts- who
donned 50s dress, particulaflknows, we might even pick up a
the chap with knotted headew, much needed, new mem
hanky, Fair Isle pullover, pipe,bers.

tleckchair, cricket bat and Radio All in all, a thoroughly enjoy
Times (the latter two genuirjeable weekend and definitely one

to be repeated in 50 years' time!

country scouting hosts who prepared jaRichard Fowler, Bagman
e food and ran the bar (fully 20

WHITE ROSE

Roger Venables (1934
IGreen Man's Morris

The news of Roger's death- dfsive years, the Killkenny BegqrGreen Man were present eal
in a roafl Festival, Bergamo in northernyear for at least one of the mal
accident on Saturday, 22nd Npltaly and Ebach in Germany} Ring Meetings at this time.

ter being involved
vember in Leicestershire cal
as a great shock to all membsg
of Green Man. Only the previ
ous week he had sat at top tal
at our annual feast and was pl3
ing his accordion with the othg
musicians for the dancing bs
fore and after the meal.

Roger was greatly committe
to Green Min. He and | didn'
meet up at Green Man until -a
ter his National Servicg
demobilisation in 1959. He wa
Squire of the club when we we
presented with our staff of offic
by Jim Phillips at theReigate
Ring Meeting after we ha
danced into the Moms Ringt
Ludlow the previous year. Dul
ing those early years of Greg
Man (when we were all youn
and fit), Roger was in the tea
that danced at the Mansid

dHe always insisted in a high The Venables familieg
rguality of the dance and the geneventwlly moved back to
eral appearance of the whdl@urghle-Marsh in

plteam as a unit. They were grgatincolnshire to where the faim
ydays. Many of us married dufily had grown up and were kee
ring the early sixties (our wivesto show the Green Man style

b were our partners in the Annupbancing to the locals. Weeker
Birmingham Festival and ae| festivals and dancing displays
dcompanied us as the "Greemhe local church fete were 0
Man Dancers" on some of thieganised with great proficienc
f foreign trips. by both Roger and John. Mar
During those early days whegnof our friends in the Ring stil
smusicians were hard to come Hytalk about the Foreman's wee
cRoger sensed the difficulty gfend whch was held in the
bhaving live music at our many village hall in Burgh that hap
displays and took to playing gnpened during John's twyear
j accordion. From then on we-re reign.

lied heavily on Roger's playing Roger's involvement wa
as well as dancing. When his ¢lgreatly curtailed when he ar
rder  brother, John, becameBrenda embarked on a new li
j Squire of the Ring in the earlyin 1989. Roger took a new jo

h

nthe Club gave valuad sup | Hall, a National Trust mperty

-2003),
& Sword

n70s, Roger and other members|dielping the tenants run Gunby

ckionally saw them at Ladi

Lichfield where Roger woulg
help in the distribution of thd
way  “"break" theg
procession.

n Six years ago Roger sufferg
pfan aortic aneurysm and than
do prompt surgery, good nursi
aaind Brenda's care he returned
health. Early retirement fol
lowed a year later to Burgh an
yfor the past four years we s
him at Green Man Feasts al
kwith Brendaat the Bower ang
various wedding anniversarig
including their own in May.

during

their children Helen
Tony and Hayle

Brenda,
sGraham,

felake.
b

Calin Spencer

House in Dublin on twasuccess

port over the next two yearg.near BurgHe-Marsh. We occa

e
Wight and the Greenhill Bower[

beer to the Dancers at the haff

Roger is survived by his wifd

ddaughtetin-law) and grandsorf

&N

(0]

d

2

page8
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It
abadge

have been a member
| Mayflower

badges, which are distsi
uted about my Fools Kk
(readers please note, dei
tions gratefully received).
Earlier this year | attende
Standon Ale and saw someo
wearing a Britannia Cocond
Badge. | duly contacted Jd
Healy their sec and requested
purchase one for my ow
colledion.

The badge duly arrived wit
the promise of a special cent
nary badge whe available. |

promised a Mayflower 30 yed
badge, which also was in pf(
duction. Joe's badge arrivd
first, with details that there we
to be centenary celebrations
Saturday 6th September. By
pure chance | had piteooked
those dates as holiday and sq
decided | would make the jou
ney to see the Nutters in actio
Later that same week | hg
some kind of mental flas
which led me to believe that Al
bots Bromley performed on th
Monday; my daughterchecked

the internet and indeed con hope that | will see then again

firmed that to be true. It wa
then a matter or frantic phon
calls to arrange accommod
tion.

I duly travelled from
Billericay to Bacup on the Fri
day and, browsing around th
town, met my first Nuttes
(Ronnie) when | purchased
postcard from his shop. W,
chatted at length and then in t
evening | finally met Joe, hi
lovely wife Lynne, and othe
Nutters: Tom (Joes brother
Dick (The leader), and othe
members. We had a drink, dec
rated the hall for the following
day's Ceilidh and Joe mern
tioned to Dick that | had a Foo
kit in the car. Without hesita]
tion | was invited to wear it an
"join in" the fun. | offered to

q

since 1986 accepted.
and over the subsequent yeprgext day | met further Mt |
have built up a collection afters: Martin, Ken and others

fny position, which was readil

who | regret | do not have nam
tfor. Saddleworth, with whom
l&vas last with on &orest of Dearn
weekend 11 years ago, we
dthere, as

tseen perform & excellent!),
eBradshaw Mumrars, who wereg
t@ilarious; and there was Can
Nden Clog from London who arg
what do you call them? Oh ye
N girls! They were great and
ethink with their dancing ang

rchampion Mother and Daugh

ccatch, but they did a stunnin

edisplay, both solo and duo.

DIt was a wonderful afternoo
and evening of celebration arf
going round with my box | wa
&ble to see the heartfelt affecti
the locals have for théutters.

NEven duringa couple of shor
dshowers of rain the audieng

ing, after breakfast, | popp¢
€round to Joe's to say my goo
byes to him and Lynne, with th

Bpossibly at Trafalgar Square g
€November 2nd.

A| madethe pleasant trip to Ab
bots Bromley where | duly
arranged an early breakfast to

&from the church. Although |
had seen photos of the ho|
dance,

'&urprise was the pace ahthe
Bdancers perform at. | am €x
Army, but their pace was lik
;that of light infantry. A crowd o
r'us duly followed the route and
Pone spot | cautiouslyasked 4

were Handswortts
€ong Sword (whom | had nevei

warm smiles set many a marn's
phoned my thanks to Joe amdeart rate up. There was alsg

ter clog act whose name | didn'

N didn't dwindle. The next morn|

the sheer size of th
Ehorns astounded me. The ngxf,

C
d
€

flower sweatshirt an

bwner of the house where th
Svere dancing said she wou
ant 2 male volunteers to ta
part in the dance and Richal
and | almost fell over each oth
3seizing the opportunityDuring
the course of the day we m|

: % R A V' 5 : RS ”
"took several photos. At the nekimy legs were up to it.
venue Richard Keen of Thame¢sand | went to the church, saw
Valley Morris spotted my May| the returned horns, and joined

ichard

in the service. We then shook

bﬁwtroduced hinself; we thenl hands and went our separate

able to see the homs collectedyent most of the rest of the dhyvays agreeing that "Jim'll Fix

together. At the next venue tljdt" couldn't have done a better

pyjob! | got hone after a 600 mile
drip and told my wife that | had
eenjoyed a wonderful weekend:
dreated with nothing but warm
efriendship throughout, not only
by dancers but families like
etvise. | consider | was privileged

AlSteve Rowley of Gloucester a
John Edwards of Stafford wi

dancer whether | could have
photo taken holding a set
Shorns. | think that | expectea

Hsuch an honour, but, no,
horns were readily given to

carry a collecting box to justify

whilst one of the side's famili

be told that | was unworthy df

8vhom |

do have been part of it all, and as
| said in thebeginning, it started

attended Fools arjdwith a badge.

fBeasts UnConvention. My orje My sincere thanks to all the
regret over the whole weekend\utters and Horn dancers.

was that | declined the invi

M&ion to join Stafford in "William
Cand Nang" because | didn't feq]

Tony Motley
Squire,
Mayflower Morris Men
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Manchester in Malta

pportunities to danc

outside of the UK are a
ways a delight to receiyeand
invariably turn out to be tre
mendous occasions. Tho
dancers who participatg
apart from enjoying the op
portunity to perform for an
enthusiastic  foreign audk
ence, also collect long lastin

memories and some exeg
lent materials for the club
archive/scrapbook. Man
chester Morris Men hav

found this to be true from were warmlyaccepted. Teams o

previous dancing excursion
enjoyed in Sweden, Franc
Belgium and Germanyand

o)

sehe date of the Birgu Festival,

After choosing the weekend ofPorte’ one of the main gatewpy Satuday morning, after a warm
4/5th October 2003 for the tour,entrances into Birgu. up session, saw our first
an unexpected bonus was dis Friday afternoon was spent -ag performance as part of the festi
covered: that weekend was alselimatising and looking aroundval. This took place in Victory
aBirgu, before our evening visjtSquare in Birgu where, in tem
,spectacular biennial festival eel
ebraing Malta's oldes

maritime city of Birgu, o

Vittoriosa as it has been knowr
gsince successfully withstanding
2l the Great Siege of 1565. On repl
izing this, George made contgc
with the Festival organisers anc
e 'offered our servicesd which

sfolk dancers from Portugal arjd:
e ltaly were already confirme

now, in October last yeal,ers quickly changed

Malta. Invitations to some promotional materials, adding
of these events came from [AMlanchester Morris Men to thejrj
cal organisers, whilst othefsfestival web site.

were planned by MMM Leaving a gloomy Manchester
‘country’  members  working on Friday 3 Octber, we arrive

in some highly attractive EUY three hours later in Malta in |a
ropean cities. Our trip tbtemperature over 30° C! "Th|s
Malta in October fell intd is going to be a warm one!" w

both categories.

One of our club member
George Clapton, (ex Jockey),
currently resident in Malta as
sisting the Maltese Governme
to ready themselves for ent
into the EU. The Maltese have
great affection for the Englis
and so it wasn't too lonbefore
George was proposing that t
club paid him a visit.

the general forecast for the =
5,weekend, and later events, o
ishumidity, confirmed this to b
an understatement. Our acco
Nmodation was with Georgein
Yhis rented villa, that proved

e a wonderfully - ! >
hbuilding, easily coping with the ©N€ of Malta's leading wine pr
10 of us making the trip. As nducersd for a tasting of around

neadded bonus, it was located jsfiozen of their wines. Very e

across the road from the “Couyrdoyable!

peratures again in the 30s, we
performed both Cotswold and
North West processional
dances, sharing the oaian
with both the Portuguese and
Italian country dance teams. It
was astounding how many Eng
lish people in the audience came
across saying how pleased they
were to see us and to thank us for
our dancing. Many were on hol
iday, others resident on the
Island.

After the show and a boat trip
across the Grand Harbour to
Valetta in two of the colourful
traditional “luzzu', a leisurely
lunch was followed by dancing
for ourselves in the Upper
Barrakka Gardens and outside
the Cathedral. After a much
needed ber break, it was time
for a relaxing swim and free
time. Dinner on Saturday eve
ning was in Birgu at an opeair
restaurant in a medieval square
next to the “Couvre Porte'
where, after a good meal, we
danced for the other diners,-be
% fore involving them insome

(o] . .
spacio sto the wine cellars of Marsovid
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40th Towersey
Village Festival - A
Ruby Celebration

Great Artists,
Fantastic Venues,
Unique Atmosphere

OR the last 39 years the

F little village of Towersey
near Thame, Oxon has come
alive over the August Bank
Holiday weekend for the
Towersey Village Festival.
2004 is the Festival's 40th
Ruby Anniversary and takes
place from 2630 August.

With a fantastic linaup of acts
already confirmed and with a
concert stage, dance tent, arts
centre, Children's Festival and
more, it is the place for the
whole family to soak up the
unigue and relaxed atmosphere
that makes Towersey Village
Festival one of the friendliest
and most enjoyable Festivals
around.

general dancing and singi | event with sideshow | thoroughly enjoyed the tour a
What an unexpected delight | attractions and stages for ¢ | we returned in good time to me
was to be eating and danc | certs, all set out in the grour | our way to the airport for a le

outside on an October evening | of the brewery. We danced | afternoon departure f Artists confirmed so far in
Sunday had one of the hif | amongst the crowds and ag | Manchester. clude one man soul band. poet
lights of the festivat the Gran | were surrounded by Engli A thoroughly enjoyable fo and storvteller Ror McL'egd'
Master's pageant entitled '1| speaking folks wanting to che | days was had by all with go yie .y i
. . . . = | the fantastic Flook; 2004 BBC
Joyous Celerations of the Vie | for which we were grateful, | dancing  and appreciati

Radio 2 Folk Award Musician of
the Year Martin Simpson; Ire
land's musical icon Andy
Irvine; top  Scottish  band
Malinky;

Chris Norman Ensemble from
the USA and the dynamic
Demon Barber Roadshow. Mu

tory of the Great Siege 15¢ | the evening was remarkal | crowds. It was ho- but it made
After the pageant we danc [ warm and humid! At the end | change from the wet of Ma
Cotswold and North West pi | a very warm, hund and alce | chester We're all looking
cessional in Victory Square | holic evening we returne | forward to what might happ
once again at lunchtime in 1| dripping wet, to George's. in 2005 the next time Mal
heat! Sunday afternoon was f | On Monday, a nomancing da) | holds its Birgu Festival.

for men to collect their stren¢ | the organisers of the Bir

before the Sunday evieng on | Festival had very kindly ¢ David Doolin, sical adventurers Daily Planet
slaught at the Malte | ranged and paid for us to Manchester Morris Mel are back with a revise)é I
‘Octoberfest,  organised given a guided tour of the ¢ FED

and an even funkier sound plus
a welcome return to Australian
family the Fagans. For late
night revellers the goodtime
boys of Hull, Doghase Skiffle
Group and others will be ending
the night at the Late Show.

Ceilidh bands Florida, Bed
lam, the Woodpecker Band and
a whole host of others will be
taking over the Dance Tén
where there is a full programme
for workshops and dances right
through to the energetic eve
ning ceilidh.

The Towersey Arena Stage on
the Showground is an opeir
theatre which hosts spectacular
dance displays and family
shows. This year sees the
Stefback Special perform ex
cerpts from their acclaimed
stage show, be amazed by Black
Swan Rapper brilliant teenage
Appalachian dance team
Metallo Bocca and lots more.

Lowenbrau at their brewery | Maltese Capital of Mdina, a
Malta. This was a totally pack | neighbouring Rabat. Everyon
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The Saga of Jonathan & the Hat

wondering whether it can stay | narrow format plate in the
afloat long enough for the res | left-hand column shows theam
ment of triumph, with Jonathan
courageously grasping the hat
prior to helping it back to safety.
The final picture is somewhat
ambiguous. A cynical mind
might just believe that Jonathan
is being fended off, but | am as
sured that he was given a hero's
-~ | welcome. However, it has to be
e ~ | admitted that the promise of a
: ’ towel and dry clothing turned
= out to be somewhat optimistic.
| am grateful to Dave Caswell
for first apprising me of this dra
matic  episode during the
Yorkshire Tour, and to Davey
Vincent for the accompanying
photographs. | am assured that
both Jonathan and the hat have
cue to k& made. To its right isrecovered from their immersion
: a longdistance shot of thewith no observable Heffects.
] ' o unfortunate hat, obviously ED
THIS story is a parableow-dancers; perhaps. T Qaterlogged, and seemingly
about team spirit, and beingccasion was the 1993 Yoerkjoomed to a watery grave. The
able to trust your fel shire Tour of the Rutlang
Morris Men, and the loea i ” “
tion was Tunnel End,}
Marsden, West Yorkshirg
For reasons which have npt"
been explained, the Rutland
Black Topper went for a swin.
Obviously, such a prized symbjol
of membership & office could
not be abandoned to a watery;
grave without a rescue effort-be
ing made.  After  some
discussion, and having being-as
sured that a towel and dfy:
clothing were to hand,ohathal
Unna volunteered to retrie
the hat.

It was fortunate that a photeg |
rapher was on hand to captyre.
the drama of the moment. The
first, large, photograph shows
the moment when the team are:
SRR SR A 2 . anxiously watching the
' Towersey Festival: continued from page 11 |
gether so whether you can makg if.

The Shooting Roots yout hat, for the whole weekend or just th
project for 1225 year olds Towersey has argat Festival sit¢ day, on August Bank Halay
promises to be another madyith a wide range of food arfdweekend join  the  Ruby
weekend of music, dance, thé@grink for every taste. It also haCelebration!

tre and song. Starting Withjis own Festival Camp Sites and imformation on tickets, camp sitgs,
Dawn Chorus in the mOmingithin easy reach of the M40 afdind accommodation are availal
though to showcases at the ®Nthain line railway stdons. The| now. For more details contact THe:
of the Festival. For younger 13 Phoenix Trail cycle route 57 gogsestival Office, PO Box 296} |
ttors the Towersey Childrenfsg " Thame to  PrincelsMatlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3XU] |

Freosur\;?:]m:ajf eser J;Fi‘:lacireod Risborough viarowersey, so it i$ Box Office: 01629 827016
prog . ything now possible to visit by bike. |f
crafts and circus skills to dra

you buy 9 tickets of any one type, Dave Caswell, in The Hat,
workshops and corets. you get an extra one FREE so get 12th October
a group te
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50th Sidmouth Intemational Festival
Jointhe Gold Rush!

Fseaside town of Si
mouth in Devon has com
alive with the sound of mu
sic, dance and song durin
Sidmouth International Fes
tival and 2004 is the Golde
Jubilee of this landmar
event. Running from 30 Jul
- 6 August, the prepatens
are well underway to mak
this one to remember
Alongside a great linap
there will be special events f
mark the Golden Jubilee an
get all visitors in the Festivd
party mood. Lookout for old

favourites and new shows putoutstanding American singe[,East

together especially fo
Sidmouth. A full list of art
ists confirmed so far can b
found at
www.sidmouthfestival. cor
Just confirmed are Kate Rush
& John McCusker, two
awardwinning stars of theg
acoustic music scene who wi
join the celebrations with
whole host special guesto be
announced soon. England's- fi
vourite award winning folk
family are joining together for
Waterson Family Special wit

OR the last 50 years, thle The Festival spreads into vehmany guest callersnvited to

workshops (classes) throughout
i the week. There are plenty of
bchances to have a go at dance
atyles from around the world
including Europema, African,
rirish Set, Appalachian, Dutch,
Cajun and English Morris. Sing
ryour heart out at Festival Choir
hwith Sandra Kerr or try Voice
Work with Chris Coe. Instru

ues throughout the town wree| help celebrate 50 years of Si
ethere is 8 full days of concertg,mouth Dance. As well as to
dances and workshops to chodseoncerts, the Arena Theatre,
gfrom. At the Radio 2 Concelt 5,000 seater opeair amphi

Stage Ham Marquee enjdytheatre is the home to the eve
nheadline acts including singer,popular World of Dancsg
songwriter and guitarist shows. Artists confirmed so fg
extraordinaire Ralph McTell] include the amazing Tibeta]
superb Irish group Dany; monks from Tshi Lhunpo

e Basque Country phenomem | Monastery; Ensemble
. Kepa Junkera with his band anpdHalychyna from Ukraine; En
captivating duo John Tams &semble Kasava from the Cze
oBarry Coops. Tony Bonn & Roy Republic and Festival Favou

mental  workshops include
Festival Big Band, Taiko drum
hming, fiddle, melodeon, guitar
and percussion. Or join the Ti

dBailey perform'The Writing on ites

| the Wall' which won BBC Radi@ Black Umfolosi 5. For some
2's "Best Live Act" in 2003. Plus thing closer to home catch localtions.

Devon sensatiorjsA Season ticket for the whole
songwriter and guitarist Chris Kagemusha Talko or the Britap week or selected days is the easi
Smither; acappella super group nia Cocenut Dancers b Bacup | est way to see the Festival. It is

eCoops Boyes & Simpson; thewhose traditional dances are rjoyour passporto ALL events but
one and only Sid Kipper and [ato be forgotten. We are still tald if you can only pop in and out of

' long overdue return for the welling to groups from Peru, Fran¢eworkshops then we offer a
Mloved Australian family thg and Sicily and expect confirmg Workshop Season ticket. These
Fagans. tions shortly. come in books of 5 for you to do

Dance the Festival away at theShooting Roots, the Festivallswith as you wish, use all 5 for
|l Festival Dance House with topyouth programme celebrates itsyourself or share amongst your

A bands including Oyster Ceilidh 10th birthday this year. Choogefriends We have continued our
Band with special guests,| from workshops in music &| extended range of Seas ticket

ABELLOWhead- the Spiers and song, dance or theatre leading|t&-amily Packages so it is even
Boden Big Band and BBC RadioShowcases at the end of theasier for the whole family to

2 Folk Awards nominees week plus sessions, concerts gndome and help us celebrate our

' Whapweasel. Celebrate special events. TheChildren's| Golden Jubilee.

betan group to learn more about
the mysterious mountain tradi

Norma Waterson, Marti
Carthy, Eliza Carthy, a rare a

pearance from Mike Watersonfrolics and the Old Swan BandThings'. There will be a ful
and many other famlly mem| inc|uding a specia|
bers. To celebrat¢he Golden| |ine-up.

Jubilee there is a series

"Across the Generations” Cen have reformed only for 200
certs featuring many majgrsocial dancers are in for a tre|
artists including a Chipolatasyith a full programme of danc
special show with Taffy ThomaSand workshops including Ci
plus -other famous family gath| Hinkle and Gene Murrow fro

erings.

Golden Jubilee Ceilidhs with Festival theme this year isInformation on tickets (in
Festival favourites Flowers “Jewellery, Rings & Sparkly cluding discounts available on
Season tickets), campsites and
accommodation are available
now. For more detailsontact
ethe Festival Office, PO Box
e296, Matlock, Derbyshire,
t DE4 3XU.

Box Office: 01629 827010

programme bursting with raft
activities, fun and games, wor
shops and much more. Furth
.information on these can b
found on the website 3
www.sidmouthfestival.com

The Festival provides plent
of opportunity to get more i
volved through its top quality

Don't miss
fceilidh legends Tiger Moth wh

y
infogsidmouthfestival.com
www.sidmouifestival.com

the USA, Coliin Hume plu

Hexham Mormsmen: MORRIS STANDARDS

Dear Editor

T

make plans for

debate within the Morri
movement about how
maintain standards. Hoaver,
most of us agree that

should avoid giving ammu the reputation of Cotswol

nition to those members of

HIS is the time of yeaf ready to mock morris dan
that we review the highjsing.
and lows of last season anhcvents
next yeaf.concern
There is (quite rightly) somgdance sides and festival -0

band have been encouraggdfficial performance spot along
by a number of people tpside invited teams, from
b raise this matter openly. England and overseas. Sid
ed The first event, @ Sidmouth| mouth  calls itself 'First
fFestival, involved 'Motley Mor| Amongst Festivals' and has a
rris'. Not the established bordeustified reputation at home and

the public who are all to

In

this regard, tw
last summer caus
to a number ¢

ganisers. Both involvedside of the same name, but a-raabroad. Consequently, mém
eunscheduled performanceslom group of dancers who werers of the public, and
by 'ad hoc' dance teams. Neinot even in kit and who hgdnternational dance teams,

eclearly made little or no effort tpbcould assume that the cheerful
d standardise their dancingshambles of Motley Morris rep
,Nevertheless, they danced an

ether did anything to enhang

Morris. We witnessed bot

Continued on page 14

Spring 2004agel3


http://www.sidmouthfestival.com/
http://sidmouthfestival.com/
http://www.sidmouthfestival.com/

(@it

o o

From page 13

resents an acceptable stand
for English traditional danc
reinforcing the poor publi
image of Morris dancing.
Although their stunt back
fired, at least Motley wer
well-meaning. the same cann
be said of 'Scratch Morris' wh
disrupted another excellent fe

tival at Whitby. In past years (Great Western, Windsor et¢)these

their stunts at Whitby have 4

cluded 'gatecrashing' the 199%humour. Their comedy,
dance finale photo (which wasever, is an adjunct to the dangeas their tatty kit and their errat
meant to beused as the millen| The clown on the high wire i
nium programme front cover), the best acrobat, not someon¢he
and offending many by startinglarking about and limging the| spirit of the "real" Morris tradi
to carry a mock coffin in the pa show into disrepute. As thetion. We should try to avoi
rade. This year, they invadedsquire of one team said to usbecoming embroiled in a steri

the parade, barracked and at

tempted to trip dancers fromthe mickey out of Morris dand
another team, and 'gatecrashpdhg without morris dancer
rihe finale at the Bandstand aftedoing it'. Every experience
being explicitly told by the Morris Fool knows that there i
dance coordinator not to pefr a fine line between being funn
form there. They had clearlyand silly. This stuff is well the
deliberately set out to anngywrong side of the line.
Organisers and performers There may be a debate abg
alike. the value of such performanc
There is dong history of fool | on  aesthetic or historica
ing in Morris and the best teamsgrounds. After all, some @
folks are experience
glancers. They may genuine
believe that what others remhl

can hardly be accused of lacki
h

dancing are representations
anarchic, anuthority

‘there are enough people taking internal wrangle, and think in

5 might
d Dommett wisely observed (@l
sbeit in a different context) that

)

stead about what the public
want to see. Roy

ywhat matters is not so much
what dancers think, but
whether they perform what the
uaudience  enjoys  watching.

psJudging by the hostile recep
il tion they received from the

f crowd at Whitby, ScratchMor-

2cris still have a good deal to learn

lyabout pleasing audiences. Be
that as it may, their habit of wil
cfully disrupting performances by
obooked teams at public dance
events is wholly unforgivable.
Best wishes

e
Roger Kennington (Squire)

Correspondence

From John Jenkyn intrigued to see in'The
Farmers Weekly' of 26 Sep
tember 2003, a paragrap

Dea Eddie about the forthcoming sale g

DO you, or any of youf Oranges Farm nea
Sherborne, Glos. Does th

readers, have any infej
mation about the origins o
the dance/tune 'Orange i

Bloom'? |, like other menl
have asked have always -a
sumed that it has somethin
to do with William of Or-
|

ange was, therefore,

s farm have any connectio
pwith the dance, and do eithg
of them have any ssociation
swith the said monarch?
g Yours sincerely,
John Jenkyn

From David Jackson,
The King's Morris

Dear Eddie,

URTHER to Mike

Heaney's article "Obser
vations on early images d
“Morris  dancers' (Morris
Dancer, Vol. 3, No. 11)|
thought that the enclosed-
ticle from "Woodworker"
magazine (August
would be of interest.
The illustrated article deal

with a set of figures carved by
Erasmus Grasser, described as

most

Munich's
woodcarver of the late Gothic
period. Theset of Morris danc

important

ers were commissioned for
Munich's Town Hall, a lavish
building which had only just
been completed, in 1480. 10 of
the original 16 figures survive,
fand are now in Munich city mu
seum. As the text states, the fool,
the maiden and the mi&@n
rare three of the six missing
Grasser figures, but the dancers

1983)seem to show a close affinity to

the Van Meckenem engraving.
Yours sincerely,
David Jackson
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THESE photos are a very | breakfast, after
small sample from an|contingent went on expedi

other weekend in thgtion to Melton Mowbray to

enjoyable company of Rut] stock up on pork pies and
and Morris and their guestgother delicacies.

Once ag@, | enjoyed th A notable addition to the
comforts of the Fox North Wood contingent this
Exton while the remaindégryear was our newest recruit,
of North Wood toughed ifwho may be familiar to some of
out, indoor camping in thgyou. He can be seen just behind
village Hall. However, theyPaul B & Taylor in the top left
trooped over to the pub for| frame. Ths pair of comedians

which a

Rutland Feast Weekend,
October 2003

in the foreground had peftry Club, as ever. One of the
suaded a statholder at Oakhamdancing spots was the
Butter Market to allow higgrandlynamed Whitwell Har
wares to be christened; he wdsour: a jetty on Rutland Water.
assured that the ritual would-en Once again, a thoroughly €n
sure their perpetual sharpness| joyable weekend; for which,
From Oakham, we were takémany thanks to the excellent
by coach to the Cuckoo, utland team.
Wing, for the second pitch of Eddie Dunmore.

the day. Here a massed Bankg
the Dee was danced, at our R€
est member's insistence. Frq

enjoyable, & the session was-¢
livened ly a competition tq
construct a statue with the larg
size Lego that was avable.
After lunch, a visit to Eag
Carlton Park Museum gave P
an opportunity to hide himse
inside a large cast iron pipe.

Eventually we returned t
Exton, and a Feast mademo
rable by the retiring Squirf
becoming extremely tired al
emotional. We also treated o
of the landladies of the Fox &
Hounds to a hoist to commem
rate our visit. Sunday morni
breakfast was held at the Cou
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