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Gentlemen,

countryside in the Ledbury
area!! The town is a superb se

ince writing a few words ggting for a meeting & Silurian

Q Squire elect in the last Giralways

have the weeken

cular, | have had a very busyunning smoothly: a good time

summer. Thaxted Ring Meeti

is always enjoyable, meeting @

friends, & trying to convinc
Steve Adamson that the apple

is eating is eally a cheesg

gvas had by all.

Idhe following weekend was tht
2 Bristol Ring Meeting where |
ldenced in. | must give my
thanks here to Gerald, John .

burger!! | was also invited to theSteve for their words of wisdon

Mayor Making at Abingdon, m
first visit, & one that | will
always remember..

Silurian Ring Meeting was e

y& encouragement. | would alst
like to say "Well Done, Gerald'
on his term of office, especially
for his hard work persuading

citing due to the fact that the\ssociate Sides to become fu

chauffeur for the Official Tou

very own rally driver. | am tol

members. | hpe more will fol

meeting, for me, was seeing fiv

of the dancing spots was thﬁTIow. One of the highlights of the

there is some really beautiful

young lads in Brist ol kit danc
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ing a jig, they really put on a fi
show. Well done lads, well done
Bristol Morris Men.

In August | was at the Saddl
worth Rushcart, & yes, it wi

wet, wet, wet. Jockey seemed|oP FOMO1 | on Of

have the aswer, just stay in th
pub longer! When you have two
ex squires in the kit, you have
do what you are told.

The Hartley Meeting was my
first as Squire, a steep learning
curve for me, but the Hartley
lads had every thing under con
trol. The Ring Bagman veaas
organised as ever, & with Mikg
Chandler looking after the mu
sicians, my job was made easi¢
The use of vintage buses ma
the weekend even more enjd
able: "Plenty of room on top!
was the weekend's slogan.
On the Saturday we were

|
shocked to heahat Roy Taylo%
of Mayflower had suffered a

heart attack after dancing. Sad|
Roy passed away a week later;

great loss to Mayflower & to ug

all.
| was a guest at Wincheste
Day of Danced what a fine city
for a walking tour. At the infor
mal feastl managed to than

"Westminster" for a smashing

day! After calling "Wantsum"
0 "Wadard" & "Winchester"-
"Westminster", | am not doing
any more "W"s. Last weekend
joined the Cotswold Tour, er
ganised by Dave Thompsor
Starting at Banbury & finishing
at Adderbury, it was a great da|
out.
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Ydancing, but promoting Mum

Music
Dance.

W at | have noticed, during

my journeys during this
summer, is that very little infor
mation is shared by sides. Espe
cialy when it comes to
promoting our traditions.

Who is working with or con
tacting schools or youth organi
ations? Not just about the

mers Plays? Who is encourag
ing the playing of our tunes? Do
ou contact the Open or Federa
tion sides in your area? We can
all work together with this;
lease let your rea rep know

‘What you are doing. | can then

get some idea of what is or isn't

.happening. We need to look
Around & see what can be done:

not sit idly by waiting for some
thing to happen.

Instructionals

leasesupport the Instruc
D tional weekends, especially
if you have new dancers. The
Jigs weekend is a great way to
improve dancing style. You +e
ally do learn a great deal.
| do hope that you have a suc

Y cessful practice season, injury

free! Next summer we can
maintain a high standard, dance
honestly, & with pide.
My best wishes to you all.

Cliff

All-male Morris none by 20107

continued from pag@

there must be something to
learnt from line dancing for tl
benefit of the Morris: it i
mixed, it is simple, it is natio
ally-organised, with meetin
all over the place. There
probably other points peoj
closer to line dancing can «
scribe, with enthusiasm; whe
is that enthusiasm in the M
ris? Where a those people?
If the Queen's Jubilee, (a onc
a lifetime event for most of u
the Millennium (you remer
ber, that load of New Year fit
works and the damp squibs
Greenwich and in your coi
puter), and the World Cup Fe
ball (was it only thequartet

finals?) could not stir up tl
coals of patriotism to a grea
extent than waving a few
George's Crosses, then w
hope the Morris in 2010?
John Brightwell.
Squire, Yateley Morris Me
September C

Editor's Note

My editing has been restricte
to excising the numberin
which spread the article ove
two full pages. | also did son
cutting & pasting of John'
text to give a more (to me) lo
cal flow. Responses wibe
featured in Circular 43, fol
which the copy date is egr
March 2003

Circular 42
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All -male Moms gone by 20107

Food for
thought from

(and it generally is), nor ho
much humour and fun is put
by Fools, Foremen, and Beas
. Most sides are seffnancing i.e.

Yateley I\/IOFI’IS the costs of running thelub,
here are no new adult mg@roviding  kit, ~transport  td
members joinig the vast| events and torpctice, are all (0
majority of clubs; the few new almost all) paid out_of thenem
comers seen are generally cirglPers’ pockets. While that go
lating members of other sid,| for all of the sports above (mo
moving for business relocationof which will be a lot morg
or just for a change (that mus€ostly than Morris member
say something!) and occast hship), Morris sets itself out to 4
ally a son of an existingan entertainment for the publi
dancer/musicia® who usually| and at a profesonal standard
quits when he is 12 or 13 yegréor which a charge is usual
old, and Morris is "uncool". Thgmade, or at least the hat is
average age of Ring sides iground for voluntary contribu
about 50and there is no new dg¢ tions.
mographic boom to replage” bare handful of the (many
those who are now reaching thubs we Vvisit give anything t
end of their publigisplay| the Morris, and with beer at a
dancing years. As viewed pProaching £2.60 a pint, an
ARM and Ring meetings, thedrink-drive laws beg ob-
Ring comprises an eclectic ahgerved, the fun of a night o
eccentric bunch of men, mostlyvith the (middleaged) lads i
greyhaired, potellied and| distinctly failing. The existing

beardedd great if you like tha{ Morris men are paying more for

sort of thing, but it is not mainj fuel, running costs, travel
stream public entertainment. Thavhatever means to any ven
age of Ring sides is a grefagnd are getting less enjoyme

barrier to entry for most youngand less appreciation from & dli

mend why would a fit young minishing public. Men are o
twentysomething want to giveOf pocket and feel that the le
up his football/cricket/tennis Of public appreciation is too lo
/golf/rugby/squash to put in thelo reward their winter practic
practice to learn the Morrig,Morris as street entertainm
with a bunch of men old enougHts being restricted by impos
to be his father? Other sports pion of Byelaws making drink
have the ability to fit in with of ing (or even carrying a tanka
around work, and golf & tennisWith beer in, from pub to pub)
etc are often seen as extensipgsiminal offence; a padtilled
of work - there are no corporaetankard in the car between p
brownie points in being a Mer| could be another item leading
ris man! You may be remem Police action.

bered, but not necessarily fpihe number of pubs where a
the best reason. "regulars" exist who might a
Even if an older, fortysome | Preciate the Morris is decr
thing comes along and eking - witness the riseof the
presses an interest, whatestauranthain pub, where th
teaching facilities are ther¢/members of the public a

how is he welcomed, trained,-r|
tained??The fitness of 40+ ye
olds is suspect, even witho
beerbellies, and men no long
caper as well, as high, or in ti
with music and each othe
(sticking in particular), so th
standard of performance is fa
ing; the public is not thrilled

excited, anazed by the dancing,TV is even more of an attentid

no matter how good the music

rooted to their seats and w
rnot form any participating pa
pof an audience. The progress
commercialisation of the "l
&al" pub is instrumental in th
rshift away from liveentertain
Lmert; the juke box may have b
[come in fact rather leg
common, but the omniprese

ikiller, and Morris cannot com

Vpete with it. The number

public for a "music session" ¢

[ side) is on the wane.

posters and programmes th
8vill hit only a couple of doze

watch (if there's nothing o
YTV). Men are noticing that th
Wnly audiences are often thg
generated by members the
selves & family and work
)friends, and a very few ded
Pcated "camp followers" oRegu

Pla

(Ly the "whole Morris Thing",
and too old or unfit to danc
Hhut just can't get enough of t
spectacle.

The failure or breakdown (

community identity as a who
erhaps predicts failure of loc
viorris sides;no-one @ares, ex
Cept perhaps a few on thewn-
twinning committee,who will
pave difficulty pairing
Hungarian/Germartfrench folk
dance troupe with an En
nish one.... the Caledonian
Irish or West Indian commun

t

q

ties can probably meet the c4lj

drhe Music lience laws are gdg
4ng the same way, and we
risk punishment, or the Landlo
basks a fine, if we perform in
@ub without a licence for mus
and the copyright / Pe
jorming Rights issues are 4|
other nightmare waiting to std
us singing or playing arlying
which may be "protected".
Technology is a doubledged
esword, and while we may ben
Iit from email circulars from th
tRing, and within clubs, exher
ahg men to turn out to make
good show at this, and the ng
Fweek's venues, the silver surf
(50+) spends significant hou
Pper week at the silver screg
Sand will neither be drawn out
Nhe pub (as audience) or enco
Thged to learn the dance.
Street collections (ostensibly f

rs, who are perhaps entranged

fpubs, but for bigger events (Day

npubs where there is suitabjef Dance, etc) licences, local au
tspace, and a welcome from ththority and Police approvals are
Landlord and any part fothe| necessary in many townsegis-

lation is bearing down on the

ter dancing our last spot eytMorris, and we ignore it only at

risk of further alienating the

Advance local publicity is harfllaw-abiding public.

egvork, or it is ineffective; com| Litigious public are at risk from
stunities do not gather at thgiflying Beasts, broken sticks,
"local" any more, so a couple pbverexuberant (and out of cen

teol) Morris men (this sounds
hlike fun, but it isn't), and it is

Cpunters, a handful of whom maynly a matter of time before the

hRing's insurance is tested and
hfound wanting.
s&éhe less the Morris is per
hformed in public the less willing
will the public be to accept it as
i part of the English tradition. The
public perception of Morris is at
close to an allime low, as
portrayed by the numerous
L (sometimes quite witty) "digs”
;?y the likes of Rowan Atkinson
as Blackadder). When did you
fIast ®e or hear a genuinely (and
enot tongue in cheek) positive
a[nedia appreciation of the Mor
ris?
As the number of good, reliable,
professional Morris sides i
minishes, so the demand (from
school and village fete organis
ers, WI, Town's Women's
J Guilds and thelike) increases
Pfor those few sides in a locality.
They are then ovemxed, and
| njuries become an issue, the ab
sence of a proper "close season"
Hells, and membership/enjoy
dment levels decliné a vicious
fcircle (or Rounds?).
CThere are almost certainlyare
people linedancing (male and
hfemale) than involved in Morris
poday, from a standing start only
a few years ago; it seems it was
easy to learn, good exercise (you
can do it even if significantly
poverweight), you can wear fancy
b costumes, and perform ipub-
lic...mostly indoors, out of our
dasty English summer. You
sgould take it up with your wife
ppr girlfriend (and Sid and Jolene
on the Archers probably had a
rshot at it too?). While not advo
cating dumb ing down to an
| American lowest common ee
nominator,

br continuedon page 2
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Grandson of Morris
On, Sidmouth, 2002

from Paul Montague, Yateley | band with vocals from Jutijater we were treated to furtheiment. The show reflected this
Morris | Dunlop and an excellent guitagelights of the border team'and was enhanced by it. On this
ike so many purists in folk'iff by Roger Colbert, were thewitchmen' and their 10 piegeevidence, roll on GGOMO, |
Land morris circles, our Edi Britannia Coconut Dancers_ bbhand, rapper from the Neas | say!
tor, Eddie Dunmore, seems |t®acup. The Nutters were iile Kingsmen as well Monty
have lost the plot when reviey Peccable within the constraintgotswold from the Stroud Mer Editor's Note
ing GOMO in the Morris Ring Of the stge performing one @fris pancers. All the teams €is If | can quote Bay Norman,
Circular No 41. Both are living their garland dances as well aspjayed their dances extremely “all honest criticism is legii
traditions and, as such, are-ljaiNeir Nut dance and in so doifgell. Another highlight was the mate". | find Monty's sugges
ble to change, so when t emused many in the a}uq'em&uo of girls, Tracy Seelig and tion that | have "lost the plot"
doyen of the folk rock move WO hadn't been to their ‘Mee§,e Graham, from the Outsidle a trifle insulting, & overly
ment, Ashley Hutchings, the team' session the previqueapering Crew, winners of tHe partisan. The fact that | don't
braced English morris tun ay. double jig compttion this year| have the same enthusiasm for
there were bound to be 'hegviUt by far the loudest applausgno rounded off the dancing for a production that he obviously
electric bass' and drums. Mor}i&f the evening was reserved fOfhe evening with another virty likes enormously does not eon
On was at the vanguard die| e 'Set’by family Care. Not o5 and veritably vertical rendj ~ stitute a personal criticism of
folk rock movement: it was ngtBary. on this occasion, who Wagon of their jig, Old Molly| him.
morris music for dancing bitMerely an onlooker (albeit |aoyford, Further fine solo mus| | personally find amplified
morris music for the masses gnfroud one!) and chauffeur faiianship was performed on the rhythm sections unattractive
as a best selling album was s|id'€ day, but Simon, a dostiga | keyhoard by John Shepherd for two reasons, one physical
cessful in bringing traditiongl ™" of GOMO, who delighted usith his Bumpus o'Strettoand| the other aesthetic. Damaged
English morris tunes to a fatVith Nis melodeon playing withg)orishers, but as Eddie says|in hearing, the result of 17 years
wider audience than ever He& Medley of morris tunes his review of the album, the in noisy industrial environ
fore. Eddie would have been degyynor can always be religd ments, means that sound-en
Having established my creddn/9nted that it was a solo p,erfofupon to assemble a great kinp | Vvelopes with sirp leading
tials in the 'pro’ corner, let ance), before playing Princesgt 1op musicians. edges (a property, particu
review the concetGrandson of| R0yl for his sons, Robernd | the ‘concert was greatly apprie larly, of percussion instru
Morris On' at Sidmouth thig Andréw, aged 11 & 9 years-eciated by the audience that ments) is physically painful.
year where a substantive audfPECtVely, who —danced théight who were witness to [a For my aesthetic critique, |
ence of likeminded souls gattf S2mpPton Jig with vigour andrly spectacular event As| would refer him, & all of you,
ered in the Main Arena on thd®@nache in their Moulton kit. Ifashley  Hutchings acknowt | to the third paragraph of my
Monday evening. We were n rought the house down! edged the last 30 years have seerReview (page 12, Circular
to be disappointed, althought Seemed fitting that Simon|an increasing role of the femdle 41)

when Ashley appeed all in| Should be have been honourBgender in the morris mow
in this way as on the album, &s

white to MC the evening, | b .
gan to wonder if it was going OweII as on the stage that night gemessss

be as seladulatory as | find s Pe Ik?ptthth? rrf10rrits _(takl]emetr
much of his work to be. It cef """y 0 the foretront with, no

tainly was not and he did aonly his with his firsthand in

splendid job in blending theS'gnt and undoubted knowll g
music of the album with fiV:edge, but also his accomplishe

live morris acts. musicianship. In his Albion| }

. Band days the final engineerg
The tone of ti eveningwas Setnproduct never really allowed hi

wonderfully by the 0Vertur“playing or instrument to flodr
from Mat Green and Andy "y in GOMO this is defi

Turner who .del|ghtfully nitely not the case andis
adapted from leading an earlier

T melodeon is the lead instry
session in the Arena Bar to p ment in so many of the tunes.

senting on stage their 30 minyt . :
medley of tunes for concertif The first half ofthe evening was|

and fiddle. %rought to a close by Joh

: . ‘Legs' Kirkpatrick and Martin
First up, after thentroductory ‘It‘IIgbe ir|1 tSne‘l Carthy playir:g /

Blue Eyed Stranger and Cuil -
Headedy Ploughk?oy from tkgseparately and then in tandem.

o @

D

=)

[©)

0]

The Leaders of the Procession: Bristol, 28.vii.2002
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Another Viewpoint on Grandson of

Mo rris On

From: "Simon Care"
melodeonplayer@
hotmail.com

To: editor@themorris
dancer.org.uk

Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 20(
8:04 AM

Subject: GrandsonOf
Morris on (for Publica-
tion)

Hi Eddie

H ope I'm not speaking o
of line here, but have

comment on your recent revi

of said album.

I am in total agreement abo }:rom- "Eddie Dun-
your comments regarding solgygre"”

musicians playing for the Me
ris, however | feel you hav

missed the point. Morris O To: "Simon Care"

and the subsequent albums

were recorded toeflect the fun me|0deonp|a-yer@
: : hotmail.com

and enjoyment associated with _—

the Morris. It was at no poitf
ever intended to be
"Letchworth Tape"!

The use of Morris music as
form of entertainment has -al
ways been important to me,-e

pecially the pub sessions afteriting, in MRC No 42 (due to b

Morris events. Mais On
helped to push on "The Re
vival" in the seventies, and al
Zuch, is now celebrating how th
Morris has moved on since. Th
Third Generation of those Re
vival sides are now dancing th
Morris, and | personally fee
that The Morris Ring has no
quite kept abreast of the timed
Unfortunately, your comments
fonly helped to reinforce thos

iews.

heers
Simon Care

eddietor@lineone.ne

'Subject; Re: Grandson
f Morris on

Date: 31 July 2002 20:33

iG reetings, Simon, & than
you for the thoughtg

5 It will be published, without ed

mailed out Oct/Nov this year
Given your inheritance, | find
Squite surprising that you shou
erefer (as so many critics do)
e"the Ring" as if it were somsort
of monolithic organisation. |
Eyou study the Ring's Constit

Association of men's clubs".

than my own personal vie

point. My musical tastes a
very much for Early & Baroqug
music, & | find the large orches
tras of the Classical & Romant
eras somewhat overpowering
enjoy world music, particularly
South African township jazz
Margaret & | wee early follow

ers of Ladysmith  Blachk

THE g MORRLS RENG
Pyt

Mambazo, at least

| contemporaneously with Paul
Simon. Another favourite was
» Mahlatini (with the Mahotella

_Queens), who now, sadly, is no
longer with us.

d
My dislikes include music that

owes more to the sound stage
thanit does to the musician(s),

& anything that relies on a

tion, you'll find that it is best dg heavy thumping beat to beat its
I scribed as a confederation (pgdcaudience into submission. As |
.the origins of the Anerican| suggested in my review, GOMO
Civil War). As | remember, the Will appeal to those who wel
e only condition that is imposed {scomed its  previous incarna
that "the Morris Ring is antions: I still find it pretentious.

This doesn't men I'm writing
you off as a musician, it means

By all means take issue with mpdhat my preference is to listen to
if you have differences with mjy Your music in the context of you
opinion, but don't assume thgfS an informed musician play
tit represents anything mofeing for & with a responsive mer

ris side. | guess | am out of date
ein some respects, but then, as an

» accreditedholder of a Freedom

Pass, | could be held to be enti
Ct|6d.
I
Best wishes (give my regards to
- Barry & Mollie),
Eddie.

Moose Cope of Jockey Moirris

Ray ‘Moose' Cope of Jock+
Morris died on the night g
Saturday 28th September 20
He had been sufferingvith
nonHodgkins lymphoma fo
some months. He firstcon
tracted it somé years ago & wa
treated successfully, but
Easter it returned & wealready
in an advanced stage when
was detected. He had been
borrowed time ever since.
the end, his hat gave wa]
which was a blessing for him b
shock for his family & all h
friends.

He will be very much missed
a dancer, musician, fool &
great friend, by the many peg

Y

)

D:

¢

oY

[

n

CI
Y, years. By he time you read thi
It is funeral will have taken plaq
S at

aSSteve Holder of Jockey recal

: ! P18ockey, & was still very active
in the morris & folk worlds WO the club, more than 50 years on. Hiis

had come to know him over t

Worcester  Crematoriu

(11th October).

&' Moose was a founder member

)

enthusiasm, influemc & knowt
edge will be greatly missed".
His daughter, Judith, writeq
"He was the best teacher of danci
ever. He just had such a good w
to put things across to anyone. A
caller, he was loved by the expertg
complete beginners. He has T
dances fodisabled people & learn
instructions in foreign language
as the occasion demanded.
knew over 300 songs. He ran t
gHobbyhorse club in Birmingha
for many years. He was a man
avhom the past was very importg
hput, as evidenced Hyis participa
tion on the Net, he always kept
swith technology. He even invent
dline skateboard, he just didn't bott
ppatenting it! He played Father

Christmas every year & the chil
dren always thought he must be the
5, genuine article as he had his own
ngnow whie beard. He played Beel
agebub every year in the Boxing Day
s Mummers Play. He danced, as you
&now, with Jockey, but he had also
uiaught & danced with Southport
t Sword."

5,Moose also helped to establish
HBirmingham  Traditional Music
h€lub and, in recent years, ran
nlongsword & rapper workshops
tdor Worcestershire Folk &, ed
nited their programme of events.
Anyone wanting to pay their
ipersonal tribute to Moose may
edlo so via Jockey's web page at
ehttp:// freespace.vir
gin.neesteve.holderlindex.htm
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THE MORRIS SHOP:

SEPTEMBER 2002

THE MORRIS BOOK. Combined edition of Cecil Sharp's origind
publications, full text & illustrations from his collection.£12.00
HANDBOOK OF MORRIS DANCES: Lionel Bacon. The essen
tial 'Black Book'. £15.00
THE MORRI S TRADITION: The Morris Ring's colour booklet

for resale to the public. 80p
(Collect only)

Box of 240 £168
FIRST LOG BOOK: Walter Abson's period as Bagman of the Mq
ris Ring. £3.00

ANNALS OF THE EARLY MORRIS: By M.Heaney & J.Forest
listing of all known ef to Morris since 1750. £8.50
ROOTS OF WELSH BORDER MORRIS: (1995) The latest edi
tion with music. (Now in stock) £5.00
LONGSWORD DANCES: From traditional and Manuscript
sources by Ivor Allsop £15.00
CONCERNING CLOGS: A concise history of making, wearigg

dancing in clogs. £5.00
THE BERT CLEAVER COLLECTION (A113 £5)
SherbourneDances and Jigs £2.00
Fieldtown Dances and Jigs £2.00
Morris Jigs. £2.00

A NEST OF SINGING BIRDS. The life & work of Ella Mary
Leather. The author, a former pupil under Cecil Sbaatso
penned the classic 'Folklore of Herefordshire'. Songs and hist
from the village of Weobley. £1.60
A CHRONOLOGICAL GAZETTEER By Keith Chandler: (Vol

1)) £15.00
Both Vol | & Il only £25.
THE WRAGGLE TAGGLE GYPSIES. £5.00

The story and notations gfe Lichfield Morris Dances. At last, th
long awaited Book (A5) by Jack Brown

EIGHT DAYS WONDER £5.00
A record of who did it and how it was done. Following
footsteps of Will Kemp April 2000

RUSHCARTS OF SADDLEWORTH: By Peter Ashworth £5.00)
Twenty-oneyears anniversary of rushcarts in Saddlew&iRG
OF BELLS: (Coloring book of Morris Dancing)

Written and drawn by Pruw Boswell £3.00
HISTORY OF MORRIS DANCING 14581750: By John Forreg
(Paper Back) £20.00
STEP CHANGE: By Georgina Boyes (NEW) £10.00
New views on traditional Dance,

THE ENGLISH MUMMERS PLAY: By Eddie Cass & Steve
Roud £13.00
Room, room, ladies and gentlemen. A must for all mummers.
MORRIS DANCE FOR YOUTH: Edited by Malcolm Taylor &
Doc Rowe. (Video) £20.00
The ideal 3part learning pack,igleo, audio tape and booklet. De
onstrates dances for beginners:

THE LANCASHIRE PACE -EGG PLAY: All you would wish to
know about Pac&gging and an interesting social history by Edq
Cass This publication is supported by the Morris Ring. £13.95

AUDIO TAPE S
LMM 1* A Selection
LMM 2 25 Dances by K.Schofield, M.Chandler.

(£5)

ILMM 4* Headington (Pro, Jigs & Stick Dances)
LMM 5* Headington (Handkerchief)
LMM 6 Bucknell.

LMM 7 Bledington, Geoff Jerram.
LMM 8 Bledington, Geoff Jeam.
LMM 9 Longborough.

LMM 10*Fieldtown.

LMM 11*Fieldtown.

.MM 12 Brackley & Hinton.

LMM 13 Rapper.

LMM 14 Sherbourne.

LMM 15 Ascote & Oddington.

MR 1 Rev Ken Loveless

MR 2 Bert Cleaver Playing Powell's Pipe (£3)
MR 3 Lionel Bacon. (Songs).

MR 4 Ron Shuteworth (Songs).
MR 5 Silurian Morrismen

LMMB 1 Tom Prince, Concertina.
LMMB 2 Clive Carey, (Songs)
LMMB 3 Tom Prince.

NOW ON CD. £8.00 (*NEW?*)
LMM 1 A Selection

LMM 4 Headington, Jigs & Sticks.
LMM 5 Headington, Handkerchief.
driIM 10 Fieldtown

LMM 11 Fieldtown

CD (ROM)WILLIAM KIMBER:  with Kirkpatrick, John Graham

and Headington Quarry Morrismen. Archive film footage along
with extensive sleeve notes and 63 page booklet. Literature covers
pall aspects of the connection between Cecil Sharp, William Kimber,
the forming and continuance of the Morris Ring. £14.00
CD THE WHEEZE & SUCK BAND £12.00
théraditional Gaffiti' Also known as Sydney Morrismen. 15 Tracks
of tunes & songs by 6 Ex pats lasting 1 hr 55sec. Some right belting
songs.

CD CAN'T GET THE BUGGERS OUT £8.00

By Grand Union Morrismen. 23 tracks of Morris tunes and songs.
CD THE PLEASURES OF THE TOWN. £12.00
tThe Aardvark Ceilidh Band at its best.

CD THE HISTORY OF CRY HAVOC Vol 1 £6.79

Vol 1 of a five disc set released throughout 2021CRY HAVOC'

are amixed Morris side from Botley, Oxford. This first Vol is all
Cotswold Morris tunes. CD

APRES MORRIS - Aldbury Morrismen: £8.50

Not a Morris Tune to be heard. 18 belting folk/pub songs

CD MELODEON MANIA - Simon Ritchie: £12.00
Excellent melodeon playing b8imon and the 'So Called Band'.
mAlso featuring, 'The Posh Band' and many other quests. Some tunes
& arrangements you've never heard.

2x CDGRAND UNION MORRIS TUNES: £12.00
ijeester Bailey plays 57 popular Morris tunes on solo melodeon.
Ideal for practices athat tune you are learning

CD FIVE MORE MEN: £8.00

23 Tracks performed by Jockey Morrismen (formed 1949) of Bir
mingham. An excellent selection of Morris tunes songs recorded in
the performers natural environment 'The Lamp Tavern'.

LMM 3 Lichfield and Ducklington.
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CD THE ROVING FIDDLE R: £11.00
Geoff Halford and Leicester Morrismen performing 22 track
Morris songs and music

CD MALVERN HILLS (NEW) £10.00
Another CD from Pete Grassby of the 'Aardvark Ceilidh Band
excellent tracks featuring many guests

CD GRANDSON OF MORRIS ON (NEW)
Various artist® Produced by Ashley Hutchins
CD ABROAD FOR PLEASURE (NEW) £10.00
23 tracks of Morris songs and tunes by Wath Upon Dearne M
Men.

CD EAST SURREY RING MEETING £5.00
13 tracks of after feast entertainment followed by 7 tra¢kausic
session that continued into the evening.

CD WHERE THE PAVEMENT ENDS £10.00
Moulton Morris Men's new CD. 19 tracks of traditional Mo
songs and tunes.

CD SCANNED £12.00.
Music for lungs and bellows Will Duke (angémncertinas) an
Dan Quinn on relodeon. 17 tracks of inspiring songs & music.
CDHOLLER & SHOUT £12.00
"RAMSKYTE' are a fowpart harmony group with Victon
Morrismen. Pete Luscombe, John Bartlett, Brian Ingham &
Thornton. 22 tracks of traditional and other folk songs

CD DARK DECEM BER: RAMSKYTE £12.00
Another four part harmony extravaganza. 20 Seasonal tradi
songs at their vocal best

CD STONE BY STONE £12.00
Mike Nicholson is a Hartley Morrisman (Hon) and possibly on
the finest singers of traditional folk songs. 14 wonderhelodic
tracks

CD HEKETY CEILIDH BAND £5.00
This 5 track CD is intended to give you a taster of one of the f{

£12.00

CD SIMON CARE: AN ANTHOLOGY £12.00

tracks with many interesting arrangements.
.17

PEWTER TANKARDS £25.00
Heavy gauge, lidded tankards, Made in Sheffield

BELLS (BRASSED ONLY)

Small: 7/8"; per 100 £25.00
dvieglium: 1 & 1/8"; per 100 £27.00
Large: 1 & 3/8 "; per 100 £37.00
Xlarge: 21/2"; each £1.25
SOCKS: Long, white and cotton rich £4.50 pr
Size 611. One size fits all. Excellent quality.

WHITE COTTON HANKIES £2.00 ea.

r&l.5 inch square, excellent quality.
CD ROMMORRIS DANCING IN THE EN GLISH SOUTH
MIDLANDS 1600-1900 £14.00

lished works on the Morris 1981001

CONTENTS:

YA) Ribbons, Bells & Squeaking Fiddles (Complete book)
J@)A Chronological Gazetteer. (Complete book)

C) Morris dancing in the Forest of Dean.(First Public)
D) Bampton, 150 yrs of fiddle playing & Dancing.
ligalFrancis Shergold, Morris dancer, singer &musician
19th Cent Musicians Nol: James Longshaw

19th Cent Musicians No2 & 3: Eddie & Richard Butler
19th Cent Musicians No4lohn Potter.

William 'Old Mettle' Castle.

Eight shorter articles.

About the Author

€. PRICES PLUS PACKAGE & POSTAGE

Ceilidh bands on the circuit today.

hree Saddleworth mg

have opened a micro bre
ery! They arePete Percival(for-
merly of Saddleworth Brewer
until he was made reddant in
July), Mark Atherton (the
neweg Saddleworth man), an
Richard Hankinson. Trading
under the name ofGreenfield
Real Ale Brewery(Tel: 014 5787
9789), the new bHarrel plant
(200 gallons) will be in produg
tion by the end of October.
The beers wilall be named afte
places of local interest and t
first one will probably béBill's
OJack's" at 4%. Bill'sO' Jack's] &
was the nickname for
Moorcock Inn at Bin Gree

was a double murder which-r|
mains unsolved. Thgrave con
taining the murder victims may =
stil be seen in Saddleworfh -~
Churchyard. So, for any feast
ale over the winter period, thdy
will be only too pleased to sup =
ply the beverage. Preferentfal -
rates will be given to Ring m §
ber clubs!
Now we can gganise a p*** u
in a brewery!

Cheers, Richard

Autumn 2002

Cane Royal dancing at the 2002 Abingdon Mayor Making

page’

5 @Qreated to celebrate 30 years of incredible melodeon playing. Fea
turing the many bands Simon has played with over the years. 16

d(NEW) This CD features a great majority of Keith Chandler's pub



The 291st Meeting of the Mormis Ring

Host Side: Silurian Border Morris
19th - 21st July 2002 atJohn Masefield School Ledbury

ides present were: Bedfor
Boar's Head; Castlefo
Longsword;
Surrey;  Foresters;
Letchworth; Long Man
Moulton; Offley; St. Albans
Stafford, with representativg
from Thaxted; as well as th
hosts. There were four tours
the Saturday and a "Squir
Tour" visited all of these. The
was an informaMass Show of
Saturday evening after the Fe
and the main Mass Show

Sunday morning after churc
On arrival, Men were issug
with  various
including a guide to the tow
pubs and to the beers likely to
available. Sleeping quarte
were allocated and details of tl
Tours given out. Men then wui
loaded, and depending on t
time, walked into town for i
drink or had supper.

Harthi

Dartington East g

documentatio|

gy gf

East Surrey dancing White Ladies Aston at the Red Lion, Wir

Friday 19th July 2002

An excellent supper was pr¢ which caused some incred
vided from 7.00pm until late andlity!!]

was a suitable foundation fdret| Men then dispersed to the toy
more liquid proceedings thatpubs. The Horseshoes [al

followed. A Beer Token coul
be exchanged for a pint of t
Wye Valley Brewery's Bitte
[labelled "Bright Morris Men"

hosting the Al-Tech Balloon
geam [GBXSX] from the Bal
loon Festival in near by Eastn
Park!'], the Talbot, and th

13 as did the Royal Oak. Indee
the Oak seemed to outstay m
n and was conveniently on t

sovay back to the school armbd.
Singing continued there unt

dSurrey, and involving some of
pdBedford. The Ring Bagman's
econtribution of a half bottle of
Southen Comfort from the le

Ical off-licence was felt to lack

about midnight. For some

fclass, but it disappeared never

bithose returning to the School fpthe less!!

bthe night, there was a whi

Prince of Wales proved populd

Saturday 20th July 200:

S aturday dawned fine and-g
ter a substantial breakfa
the Sides embussed The
weather for the Saturday tou
[and indeed for the whole wee
end] wa generally fair, with
sunny spells [and only oce
sional showers when Bedford
danced!!]

Two alternative  programm
handouts "Something for th
Weekend" and the more sok
"291st Meeting of the Morri
Ring" both included fine graph
ics and outlined theotrs. A
blown wup version of th
Programme and the Ring d
play boards were on display in
window of the Tourist Office if

r§he four tours -
k"Ross Roam",

Debacle",
hand the "Severn Sortie"visited
the main towns and a range
villages in the area. The Squir
eTour, driven "briskly”"[and oe

the "Marci

dion!] by a Scottish member

tours.

Notable dances observed d
ing the day included: Lon
sMan with their Wilmington tra
dition; Castleford Sword pe
forming various figures fron

the town centre. Further ma3
keting of the event had includ

rEscrick; and East Surrey a g€
gile "White Ladies Aston" with

fWhite!!] photograph of Siluria:.:
sand a0 article in the Malvern.
Gazette & Ledbury Reporte
named the §

the "Hereford Hop

bcasionally in the wrong dire¢

sthe host Side, visited each of th

rkey tasting, organised by Egst

r

e

a colour [but mainly Black anglong sticks. Bedford performe

page 8

Moulton dancing Banbury Bill ahe Greyhound, Eldersfield
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their NorthWest dances at onefollowed by Apple Pie and Cu
quiet location ['we need thetard, Cheese and Biscuits and.g
it rained onCoffee.

NortiWest| The Speeches and Toasts-
Gerald]
the Loyal

practice"], and
them in true
style!!!l. The tours returned

about 5.00m to allow time for
the Men to ready themselv
for the Feast at 7.00pm.

The beer had been decan
into generously sized contai
ers, decorated with a selection
posed Black and White phet
graphs of the Host Side, a
captions such as "Alcohol Fr¢
drinkers 8 please use Dies

tlowed: The Squire,
Willey, proposed
psToast. The Squire Elect, Cli
Marchant, prposed The Im
techortal Memory. The Squire

dfranspired was also the Dep
0 Mayor of Ledbury, as well as b
ndng a Past Bagman, proposed

[sic] Pump" and "Sandwich B
White Bread Only".

rpunishment, to hold ather Ring
Meeting only three years aft

h Silurian, Keith Francis, who it |

THEGS MO

RUING

The menu was Yorkshire Pudthe previous one

tables. The stuffing finally ag still Squire!! He thanked hi
peared after Bedford becamddagman, Roger Page, who h
frustrated by its aroma from themade it all work. He was pleast
overs, and tipped off the cater that Bedford and East Surrey h
ers as to its presence!! This wageturned for a second [ar]

in  1999.
ding with Vegetable Soup;However, it was an ego trip, he:
Roast Pork and Seasonal Vegevanted a Meeting whilst he was

Bedford dancing Colne on Sunday (but who was driving the carr

third] Meeting respectively|
that was a good sign. Boal
Head and Stafford [andBed
ford] had been at Silurian's fir
Ring Meeting in 1980. He ¢
cognised that Silurian may n
always "flavour of the month
and recalled the itsnce wher
they almost caused an intefn
tional incident by nearly
drowning the Illmington hors
in Denmark. He then asked-9
lurian to drink the health of th
guests.

Lionel Harper of Dartington c5)ed

made the Reply and the Toast

' As time was moving on, there
'Svas timefor only two songs be
fore the entourage dispersed
Slinto Ledbury for evening Show:
Long Man sang "South Austra
Plia” and East Surrey provided
"Rochester".
The evening show was fairly4in
&ormal and took place under the
Market House. The show was
E not formallyrecorded, but items
lrecalled: Letchworth's
EHieroglyphics [named thus be
cause it is danced to a tune
"Rossetta”] in the
Peadington style. St Albans's

the Host Side. He had firsnet
Silurian at the Ludlow Rin
Meeting, when David Wel
danced out and Ivor Als
danced in; Barry Care had be
Treasurer and Mike Garland t

Bagman. They had collected

their staff, and whilst out wit
Silurian, lost their own mus
cian!! On that occdsn a certai
Dave Jones talked of an old

Mrs. Casey, in the Ascot style
) [with a noteworthy "into line"

| figure] and East Surrey's
PLichfield style "Jenny Lind".
Boar's Head danced rapper and
8hen a fowman dance to the
une of the carol, "In the bleak
midwinter". Bedford danced
"Jockey to the Fair" as a set
dance in the Ducklington style.
UThe show finished at about

Castleford dancing Escrick on Sunday

Autumn 2002

sician at Much Wenloc® and| 10.30pm and the Men then dis
thus Silurian in its  Border persed to the pubs to make mu
mode, as it is now known, Wassic and sing or whatever, until
on its way to being formed. Hegajrly |ate hours. There was a
asked the guests to drink to theoniinuing programme of danc
Host Side, Silurian. ing in the main street until gone
11.00pm. featuring Long Man

page9



and Letchworth. They were
joined for one dance by the Ripg
Bagman, who was thus delaygd
on his way to the Oak, whigh

again proved to be the stayer; re

maining open until about Mk
night

Sunday 21s
July 2002

procession to the Parish Chu
of St. Michael andAll Angels,
for the Morning Eucharist Se
vice. The Men processed

through the West Door. Durin
the processional hymn,

seats in the Lay Stalls.
The Past Bagman, Squire of-

Francis and The Squire of t
Morris Ring,
read lessons. The Sermon

The Revd. Howard Nichols wg
excellent and included though
on why "Pagan" Mais was
most suitable in Church. [4
copy of the text of his Sermag
is available from the Bagman

The Offertory Dance was pre

sented by Silurian, who pe
formed a selection of the
Border dances. The Offerto
Hymn, "I danced in the Mokn
ing" followed, accompanied b
the Morris Band.

After the Service, the Me
reasembledfor a procession
into the town. Most dance
the Winster Processional fro
the church and down the Hig

Gerald Willey, E

b
S
t

\
n

D

r Boar's Head dancing Shepherds' Hey (a slimline Stnezt providing the music), on Sunday

' Street. They were followed
Y Bedford dancing a Northves
Ashton Processional and tt
y by Silurian processing in th
own Border style, using tl

k Much Wenlock dance.

d The Men assembled outside

nMarket House for the Ma

h Show. As the Police had failec
cordon the area, and as cars \

still parked, the show spre

Stafford dancing rapper on Sunday

pagelO

over the adjacent road. T
Ledbury Town Crier, William
Turberfield, rang his bell an
made appropriate introductio
before the Squire took over

MC the show. The time avai
able allowed all the Sides

provide a show dance as well
taking part in some mass
dances.

As usual there were a number
Morris persons in mufti, wateh
ing the show. Mary Evans [no
Whitehouse] was musician f
Green Man fom 1955 to 1967
The Bagman was able to-ie
troduce Janet  Whittlestor
[Bedford's Founder's, Tomm
Northern, daughter] to a form
Bedford Squire, Alan Adamsa
[visiting his daughter in th
town]. They had last met at Pé
Squire's, David Welti, foll
dance group in Biddenhan
Bedford in the early 1950s!! P
Boswell [now Harper] was ab
to compliment Bedford on the
North-West Morris "the only
proper Morris" I!

After the show, Men made the
way back to the School Hall fg
lunch. For those who had n
yet purchased them, there w

neé'rag” or "tatter" inscribed "Si
LuRiaN RING meetiNG
dLedBURy juLy 02 - 1969 -
n2002" for attaching [by the
tosmall brass safety pin provided]
to their rag coat or other Kkit.
oThe entire weekend ran
asmoohly. A pat on the back for
cceach and every member of Silu
rian, but particularly for The
oMeeting Bagman, Roger Page,
whose attention to detail again
wensured that all the arrange
pbrments under their control, went
. without a hitch. Also notable
were the effortof their Squire
e[the ex Ring Bagmah and
yDeputy Mayor!!] Keith Francis,
brwho was everywhere keeping an
navuncular eye. We thank them
e all for providing a splendid
isveekendd and how did they
manage the fine weather when it
n, mattered !!!
uln the Report of the B3
elLedbury Meeting it was asked
ir"Can we look forward to a repeat
of this event for Silurian's 35th
or 40th Anniversary? Why
irwaste all that planningd In the
revent Silurian repeated it ahead
otof those Anniversaries, and the
aguestion can be asked again!!!

the opportunity to obtain a

John Frearson

Circular 42



292nd Meeting of the Morris Ring

Host Side: Bristol Morris Men
26th - 28th July 2002, at Ashton Gate School

he Sides present werg:speare; Standon; Thelwell; Tim Sercombe [Dartington]; There were six tours and a
Chalice;  Chanctonbury Uttoxeter; ~ Wadard; ~ West Mike  Chandler  [Thaxted]| "Squire's Tour" on the Satur
Ring [feast and Sunday]; Do| Somerset and Wyvern JubilegGeoff Jerram [Winchester] arjdday, and a Mass Show, after a
phin; Faithful City; Greer] in addition to the hosts Bristo|. Roy Yarnell [with Jockey], and service at the Cathedral, on
Man; Jockey; Mersey; North| There were also representativeast Bagman, Tony ParsohSunday mornig.
Wood; Ripley; Rutland; Shakpfrom Thaxted; and Past Squiref [with Shakespeare].

Friday 26th July 2002

he Reception and barMost spent the Friday eveningales. Two of the beers were logalThe buffet supper comped

opened at 7.00pm, and fopdit the school, as the hosts hadut were supplemented by twacurry or a vegetarian alterna
was available until fairly late. provided a selectioaf excellent| barrels from the Maldon Brew tive, with ample supplies of sal
ery in Essex, "Dark Horseads. After supper, informal
Stout" [4.0%] and "Old Butt Ale] dancing took place in the hall.
[3.8%] and had been brewgdristol [in kit] danced during
specially for the  Meef any lull in the general activity.
ing. The beers were named feSome Sides provided an im
spectively for the Bristol| promptu show dance, among
animal, and the Side's propgithe general mssed dancing.
sity to bare seasonally, a certaiRRutland "showed" most, strp
part of their anatomy. Theping to shorts or slacks to dance
brewer, Nigel Farmer, is a counone number. Cribbage and-ca
try member of Bristol, and therousing in the hall carried on
proprietor of the brewery, whi
is currently his garage!

The HosSide starts the public display, Saturday a.m.

Saturday 27th July 200:

he weather on the SaturdaWewbiggin. The Tours all re

was very warm, althoughturned to the school at abo|
.00pm to allow time for a res
efore the Feast.

The top table included: The

Squire, Gerald Willey; the Bag

tol or to the wilds of Somerset.Man, John Frearson; the Tre

The Squire's tour visited threesUrer, Steve Adamson; i
Tours at the morning and the>duire Elect, CIf Marchant,
others during the afternoopt€ Squire of Bristol, Mike
Notable dances seen during thi/hitehead; the Meeting Squir
day: too many to mention bjitNigel ~Cooke; the Bristo
included:  Thelwell's  Jubilep Bagman, Paul Woods; and Pz
Hill in the Moulton tradition Squires, Geoff Jerram, Tin
and Bristol's "Pig in the Mid Sercombe and Mike Chandlg .
den", with the No. 4 in the cef The Guest was Chris Harri

tre of the set, sticking with eaghvell known for his - perfor
man in turn. Their alter egogmances of his play, "&mp's

Bristol Sword, danced Jig-

there was some minor drizz
first thing. After a substantidl
breakfast, the six Tos
embussed and set off into Bri

Ripley dance Laudnum Bunches at the Broadwood Shopping C

Autumn 2002 pagell



portance to their own Side
Bristol would remember Erik
llott, the last Bristol Shantymal
who left to Bristol [and to]
Earlsdon, who had danced at |
son's wedding] a sum of mong
for an annual Day of Dancing
He also felt it appropriate at th
time of changeover, to remem
ber Past Squiresho all gave sg
much to the Ringd and was
pleased to see so many prese
Their number would be swelle|
that day by one who had becon
well known for the idiosyn|
ratic names he bestowed ¢
Sides. Winchester had been-li
ened to Mr Kipling's Tarts-

"Exceedngly Good" and

N

k

Dartington had become his

Rutland dancing for the coach & a LandRowadrNailsea
The menu was Tomato and Red :

Pepper Soup, with Italia
Bread; Beef Borguignon, wit
New Potatoes, Broccoli Bfrets
and Baton Carrots [there was| a |
Mushroom Stroganoff altern
tive]; Italian Chocolat
Roulade; Cheese and Biscuits;

and Coffee and Mints. 4
The Speeches and Toasts -fol
lowed: The Squire asked Past
Squire, Mike Chandler to p¥
pose the Loyal Toast. ThBag
man, John Frearson, theén
proposed The Immortal M
ory. He recalled the discovery pf
Sharp by the Headington Men
in 1899, and was pleased that
Headington were represented
[by their Bagman, Will Par
tridge, who having been

Chalice kit all day, now @
peared in the Bristol kit of th
mid 1970s]. He noted the coe
nection of the area with Sha
and suggested Men should also
remember individuals of i

"Devon Dumplings". Anstey
had produced a button badg
commemorating  their title,
which would not be epeated!!!
The Squire then introduce
Chris Harris, the guest Speake|
Since 1976, Chris had been pe
forming a oneman show called
"Kemp's Jig", based
# |[Kemp's exploits when dancin
; |from London to Norwich in
1600. The show had been pe
formed in 57 coatries. It was
very refreshing to hear some
one, who was not a Morris ma
as such, to speak about Morr

o [y
? ¥

such enthusiasm.

Nigel Cooke, the Squire for th
Meeting. thanked Chris Harr
and noted that the 10 yearly

ntheir
dthat they had a penchant for-ex

5.meeting should have been the
year before. They now cele
n brated their 51st Year. The Men
sang Happy Birthday. He
ighanked particularly, Fred
yGilroy-Taylor, the Bagman for
.the Meeting, and main organ
siser far the weekend. He then
asked Bristol to toast the guests.
The Squire then rose to speak
and to thank Bristol and praised
"pbare essentials" noting

gosing themselves [particularly
on their Christmas greetings

ncards]. Thg were also known

for their European visiting and
were good ambassadors for the
Morris. It was he said, time to
go. It had been an honour to

Shakespeare dancing Banbury Bill at Portishead Flower Show: Ring Squire Gerald Willey at Nu

€look after the Morris Ring. He
had been pleased to have four
Traditional Sides become Full
I Members. He thanked the Offi
l.cers for their help, and Mike
I Chandler for assistance musical
d and indeed all musicians and

upon the Fools and Animals, who he

J felt were undervalued.

Having made his valedictory
speech, the Incumbent Squire
then handed over the Regalia
the Badge, Chain and Tankard
[ to the Squire Elect.

SThe incoming Squire, CIiff

Dancing so eloquently and with marchant was pleased to be able

to say thank you on everyone's

€behalf. He then presented his
Spredecessor with an engraved
tankard and his PaSquire's

The hooligan element at Portishead

: North Wood's Uptpon Sever

medal & with its ribbon in



Wheatley Trunkles by Bristol Bbrtishead Flower Show

B am VR

Shakespeare's red, yellow and
black. It was a change he said
"from Academic to Carsey Me
chanic!" He hoped to be able
to promote the music and dance
of the county and the Morris,
and everyone needed to work
together on this.

Meanwhile, Chanctonbury had
circulated their Loving Cup, to
the confusion of the Top Table,
and once the formal speeches
were over, the winner of the
Dolphin Sweepstake was -an
nounced. Betfiad been laid on
the total time for the formal
proceedings and speeches. "50p
a shot, winner takes all." Times
from 10 minutes 15 seconds to
41 minutes were wagered
the winner is unknown, but the
beting sheet was saved for the
Archive!l.

The New Sque, as his first
duty, introduced the singing.
Bob Cross [Chalice] sang "God
Speed the Plough". Ripley's
Fool, John Butler, led "Glory
Alleluia”, and for North Wood,
Steve Taylor, & Eddie Dun
more, sang "The Cutty Wren";
Chanctonbury had arrived to
support their Fool as the new
Squire, and sang "Sussex by the
Sea", in a version celebrating
their Fool's accession!! Shake
speare provided the monologue,
"The Battle of Hastings". The
final song was from Past Squire,
Geoff Jerram, who sang Ralph
Vaughn Williamss arrangment
of "The Apple Tree".

Chew Valley Lake: Faithful City's lImington Jubilee Dolphin & friends discussing Jenny Lind (Lichfield style)
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The proceedings fin

formal
ished; there was informal dan
dig in the hall until midnight.

Sunday 27th
July 2002

he weather on Sunday was#

hot and sunny for the finale
of the proceedings of the weel #
end. After breakfast, the Men (¥
drove into Bristol and parked at S
the City of Bristol College. The *
walked to the Bordeaux Quay
and with time to spare, coffee
ard soft drinks were taken at the
Harbour Festival stalls and ba
and brief promenades wee
made. The Procession formet
up at about 11.20am and tht _
Men danced up to the Cathe
dral, for a brief service a
11.30am. . , and their Honorary Member
During the service, the Squires The dance, to the music "I'l
Staffs were pgsented gt the altar go and enlist' was in the
as customary. The .fllrst Iesspn Bledington style. They
was read by the retiring Squire fishaq with "The Quinton”,
of the Rlng and .the second, by [in Oddington style to a
the Squire of Bristol. After the Bampton "Quaker" tune] a

<5

Eynsham March Past, featuring The Bristol Dancing Band & a volunteer: Millennium Square

place with each dancing alJig "March Past" from Eynsham.
and also dancing with their own This was spectacularly deext
Side. Gerald Willey danced outwith two sides of dancers and a
with "Princess Royal", dancing side of Musicians, who,
Longborough. Two sets from hisas did the dancers, lifted a
Side, Shakespeare, withmaiden at the end of the dance.
their Bidford tradition, danced Two "extra" musicians mean

service, Bristol provided thee 5006 names after the pub ofa "Processional on", and thenwhile carried the tune. A mass

show dances outside for the- as that name.

the retiring Squire joined them Bonny Green Garters followed

sembled throng. The first was 1o \en walk down to the in "Old Woman Tossed Up"; to conclude the show.

their Ascot, Pepper and the
Brandy"; then a jig for five
"llott's Praise" excellently pre
rented by their younger mem
bers. This dance was named for
the late Erik llott, Shantyman

end of the show the fornla

page 14

main massed show. Towards theéChanctonbury

UptonruponSevern by West Somerset (‘Bob Cross): Chipping Sodbury and it's Goodbye from him...

nearby Millennium Square they processed off, and "took himAfter the show, Mermade their
which was the setting for the back

to the real world". way back to the City of Bristol
Ring then College for a late lunch. An
danced "Lollypop  Ladies", other well run Meeting. Con

change over of Squires tookfrom their own tradition. They gratulations to each and every

were joined by their FoplICliff ~member of Bristol, but partieu
Marchant who would later be larly for The Meeting Bagman,
left behind, to dance in as theFred GiltroyTaylor, whose at
new Squire of the Ring with tention to detail ensured thall a
"Highland Mary", Oddington, to the arrangements went without a
general acclaim. hitch. We thank them all for
The Host Side, Bristol, providing a splendid weekend.
then completed the show John Frearson

Gerald dances out with Shakespear
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The 293rd Meeting of the Moims Ring

Host side: Hartley Morris Men 30th August- 1st September 200

;gv ) i A ;.‘f:;{,,'ﬁsdi 0/; 7” e at WI’Otham SChOOI

The Member Sides presentThere were four tours on the
besides the hosts, wereSaturday and a "Squire's Tour"
Broadwood; Chanctonburywhich visited allfour during the

Ring;  Colchester;  Exeter;morning, all being transported
Kennet; Martlet; Mayflower; in vintage buses. There was a
Ravensbourne; Rumford; MWic Mass Show on Saturday after
tory; Wantsum; Wadard; Asso noon in Gravesend and less-for
ciate Members, Woodchurch.mal shows at Ightham Mote on

There was a fine representatiosunday morning for

of Past Officers and others-in nonchurchgoers, and, for all, in
cluding: Past Squires: GeoffWrotham Square outside the

Jerram  [Winchester];  Tim church on 8nday morning af
Sercombe [Dartington]; Royter the church service.
Yarnell [Jockey], Barry Care
[Moulton]; Mike Chandler
[Whitchurch]; Past Bagman,
Keith Francis; The Squire of
Thaxted, Paul Reece; .... and ....
Roger Comley [Fool - ]
Letchworth].
On arrival, Men were issued
with  various documentian,
including a fine booklet
outlining the Meeting. Sleeping §
quarters were allocated and-de g
tails of the Tours given out. The
Men were able to partake of a
splendid selection of eight real }
ales in a veritde Beer Festival |
set up in the courtyard. Sand '
wiches were available at a nemi
nal cost, to stave off the pangs of
hunger, as supper was to be
served much later in the eve

ning. I'm in charge!

BFB finds a special friend to play Ball with!

Friday 30th August 2002

he Meeting was overshad weekend. Busses were availabl

owed by the tragic collapseto transport the Men into the
of Roy Taylorof Mayflower, at village of Wrotham, where they
the morning spot in Rochester.could partake at four pubsal-
Sadly he did not recover con though the Rose and Crown-ap
sciousness. He was later transpeared to be the centre of 5
ferred to his homéospital, but gravity. Singing was the main ~ ;
was unable to sustain life with feature, with Hartley and Vic

system. He passed away peacepic of vocal entertainment.
fully on Wednesday night, 11th Busses returned men to the &
September 2002. He was 64, angchool from 10.00pm for a light

leaves a wife (Diana) and tWOsupper, of bread argtews vasd
sons. ous. This, together with earlier’
At about 7.00pm, there was asandwiches, providing a suit
first introduction tothe vintage able foundation for further lig
bus fleet operated by Membersyid proceedings from the Bee
of the North Kent Vehicle Pres Festival in the Courtyard.
ervation Group. These were toThere was various talk and fur
provide transport over thether song. A number made an

Nuuting Girl by Chanctonbury &tuddesdown

Autumn 2002 pagelb5




earlier departure to bed, whilst
hardy souls sang until the [not
so] early hours.

Saturday 31st
August 2@2

the Sides embussed on the fl
of vintage coaches. The weat
for the Saturday tours [and -ih &
deed for the whole weekendf7
was generally sunny and indeec
at times hot. :
The four Tours visited th
Darenth Valley; the Medw
Valley; the Hoo Peninsular a
North West Kent respectivel
The Ring Officers [togethegr®
with the Hartley Officers, angd.
various unattached Pdst
Squires] visited them all durin|g¥
the morning. The tours cen :
verged on Gravesend at ab
3.45pm to allow the Men tp
form up to process through the

town to the Fort Gardens |n Sweet Jenny Jones at The Anchor & Hope, Ash: Hartley showing how to do it

reparation for the Massed . "
ghg’w 'Il'he show finished ktPuP, which also had a fine sel | which was scheduled as 7.00
: tion of real Ales, including | for 7.30pm.

about 5.15 pm, and the M i w . el .
were able to return to tHeorecial Harey Moris Mild' | on entering the Hall, me

School, or spend a while in t The f{lnal bus Ie;t thﬁ pgb found that each place was-e
adjacent Crown and Th|st|e Ime 1o prepare or the €a r|Ched by a I|m|ted ed|t|0n com
memorative bottle of "Hartle
Ale". In welcoming the Men,
the Squire, Cliff Marchant
noted that theMorris Ring's
candlestick that graced the-t
ble, was the "Sephton Candl

nealised he had been had!ll
Pesto stuffed Mushrooms was
the vegetarian option. Summer
Fruit Cup and Cheese and Bis
cuits followed

During the meal a "slide show",
produced on CD by the Hartley
Foreman, David Hughesman,
was projected on a screen to the
rear of the hall; a year by year se
lection of highlights [and a
stick" that had been presentegostscript of embarrassing mo
by Hartley in memory of Percy ments] was shown to the accla
Sephton. He felt it appropriatemation d alll!! A copy of the
therefore to step down from hisCD was presented to the Morris
normal duty and to invite the¢ Ring for the photograph Ar
Squire of Hartley to lightthe | chive.

candles with the candle from theThe Speeches and Toasts-fol
previous Ring meeting lowed: The Bagman, John
Bristol. Frearson, proposed the Loyal
There was one official Guesf,Toast. The South East Area
Christopher Capon, ChairmanRepresentative, Mike Austen
of Kent County Council. In ad| [Wantsum], proposed The In
dition, the Top Table com| mortd Memory. As a foreman,
prised: - The Squire, CIiff| he felt it should be remembered
Marchant; the Bagman, Johnthat Sharp did not only collect
Frearson and theTreasurer,| the dancesthat was, of course,
Steve Adamson; the Squire pfmportant- but he also taught
Hartley, Brian Heathfield; their those dances. The Guest, Chris
Bagman, Tony Tomlin, andtopher Capon, then spoke
their Foreman, David briefly to welcome the visitors
Hughesman. Past Squires, Mikdo Kent. The Saire of Hartley,
Chandler and Tim Sercombe Brian Heathfield, proposed and
completed the table. asked Hartley to drink to the
The menu was Prawn cocktaifealth of the guests. Harry
Roast Beef, Yorkshire PuddingViousdell of Broadwood made
Seasonal Vegetables and Grawie Reply and gave a brief his
which latter was nearly "passetpry of the early days of the

. : . ) off* to the Bagman as a jug pHartley Side. He then asked the
These foolish things: "Do | need a urologist for help with my blad | »q)q Ruby Da?rk Ale" unt{I%
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